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Perpetual Mission "To the work! To the work 


We are servants of God." 


Armenian Evangelical Hymn 


By Zaven Khanjian, AMAA Executive Director/CEO 


‘Mission Accomplished’ proclamations are often premature. 

As Americans, years ago, we witnessed President George W. Bush’s theatrical proclamation of 'Mission Ac- 
complished’ in San Diego. However, we are still in lraq and we are also involved in Syria and..., and..., and..., and... ] 
The places are many and | am confident, with a bit of contemplation, you can name a few more. > ’ 

Asa child camper, | admired the steep, mystical and majestic hill behind the unfinished structure housing us a 
campers in Kessab, Syria. For my childish but inquisitive mind on a clear and bright summer day, the puzzling and 
intriguing hilltop was the end of the universe. Growing up | discovered mountains behind the hilltop, followed by Pp 
vast oceans on the surface of a planet called Earth in the middle of an amazing solar system in an infinite creation. 

‘Mission Accomplished' proclamations are often premature. Missions are perpetual and restrained only by 
the infinite will of an omnipotent and mighty God. 

The Armenian Missionary Association of America is proud of a century old legacy of goodness sown in 24 countries around the globe. 
It enjoys a good reputation and commands respect. 

It emulates the life of our Lord, Jesus Christ on earth, nurturing the soul, feeding the hungry, healing the sick. 
It radiates joy, reaps hope and shores broken lives. 

It illuminates the path of life through the dissemination of the Word of God. 

It cannot heed to the notion of a 'Mission Accomplished. ' 

The AMAA is on track with an ongoing journey of goodness, one which includes every junction of history and especially today at a 
milestone like our Centennial. This journey includes: 

- New and continuous human and material resources. The expanded mission of the Association responding 
to the escalating needs of our people requires new hands to toil and additional contributions to help us reach new horizons. AMAA’s 
Centennial Campaign has clearly drawn the map, set the need, and provided the opportunity. 

- Individual and collective involvement in our mission. This reflects faith in the work carried out and confidence 
in the actions taken. If the AMAA is the missionary arm of the Armenian Evangelical Church, the total of all individual involvement and 
its enduring support should mirror the commitment. 

- Rededication to the cause. A personal reflection of the soul and the search for a sense of being will enhance a strong 
commitment to serve a cause conceived and delivered a century ago but ablaze and timely today. 

- A strong conviction of who we are. God has graced us with a sense of belonging best characterized by the found- 
ing Executive Director of the AMAA, Rev. Mihran T. Kalaidjian. He rationalized the Association’s creation by saying "We founded the 
Armenian Missionary Association of America with a deep conviction that our martyred Armenian nation will survive and will continue 
to exist as a nation....Therefore it is indispensable that we contribute to the revitalization of our Armenian heritage and spiritual life." A 
century later, together with a heartfelt dedication to humanity, our mission is on track in its indispensable contribution to our Armenian 
heritage and the spiritual life of our people. 

- Seeking creative minds. We are not condemned to a box nor buried in an illusion of self-righteousness. Over the 
course of our history, the AMAA has engaged in hundreds of programs and services. As creative as we have been, the field is yours to 
fill. Bring us your mission plan and idea, and your personal or collective involvement for our consideration. Every program, service or 
mission is conceived by a creative and caring mind. Please bring us yours for our consideration. We will be delighted to hear from you. 

Our Centennial Campaign marches on and a reflection of the results is on page 19. Please review the Campaign goals and menu on 
the AMAA website, www.amaa.org and learn what God has placed on your heart to embrace. 

Meanwhile, AMAA’s perpetual mission also marches on. | call upon you to raise your voice, join hands and work together. 

"To the work! To the work 
We are servants of God. 
Let us follow the path 
That our Master has trod." 
Thank you for your very generous and continued support of our Mission! It is much appreciated. U0 
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President's Message 


100 Years of 


By NAZARETH E. DARAKJIAN, M.D., President of AMAA Board 


What good is it for a man to gain the whole world yet forfeit his soul. 
Mark 8:36 

We live in a world where everything is valued according to the 
amount of profit it generates. When a business or a piece of real estate 
is to be sold, the first question that the buyer will ask is how much profit 
does this entity generate every year? The same is true of an employee 
who is being evaluated for a promotion, a raise, or a bonus; the most 
important consideration will be how much profit that individual has 
generated for the company? The situation was probably not that much 
different in the society where Jesus lived. Jesus Himself in a parable 
commended the servant who brought in the highest profit - Matthew 
25:21. Yet for Jesus, the soul of a single person was more valuable 
than the material wealth of the entire world. 

It is clear in the Gospels that Jesus had a lot of sympathy for the 
poor. Proclaiming the Good News to the poor seemed to be a very 
important part of His mission. Jesus had a lot of sympathy for the 
widow who gave her last few coins to the temple treasury. He felt that 
she did better than the rich people who made much larger gifts. Jesus 
clearly felt that the rich will have a harder time to enter the Kingdom 
of Heaven. 

What Jesus is trying to tell us in Mark 8:36 is that it is futile to 
pursue material wealth because even if we gain the wealth of the 
entire world we will not experience true happiness if we have lost 
our spiritual and moral values. Is it possible for a man to gain the 


Lukewarm 


This is the critical soul question 
Therein lies life’s critical tension 


We amass earthly treasure 
Love its comfort beyond measure 


We go through the paces expected 
|. ‘Attending church, feeling elected 


The Bible’s rich man comes to mind 


Service 


whole world (figuratively speaking) and not lose his soul? I believe 
that all depends on how that person treats his fellow men. If someone 
is using his wealth and power to abuse others and accumulate even 
more wealth, then that person has surely lost his soul. However, if 
that rich person is using his justly acquired wealth to improve the 
lives of his fellow men then in my mind that person has not forfeited 
his soul. 

The advice that Jesus gave to the rich man who wanted to enter 
the Kingdom of Heaven and have eternal life was to go and sell his 
possessions and share his wealth with the poor and needy. 

For 100 years the Armenian Missionary Association of America 
has been reaching out to the poor and needy in 24 countries around the 
world including the Armenian Motherland and the Diaspora. For 100 
years the AMAA has been spreading the Good News of the Gospel 
so that people will come to know the Savior who is the resurrection 
and the life. For 100 years the AMAA has been bringing the children 
to Jesus, in Sunday schools, full-time schools, summer camps or day 
camps, after school day centers and other community activities. All of 
this, however, would not have been possible without the generosity 
and giving spirit of our donors, big and small, throughout the past 
century. We are at the threshold of a new century, we have established 
a Centennial Campaign that will propel us into the new century with 
great momentum so that we can continue the good work that was 
initiated by the previous generations. Will you join us? O) 


or on Fire? 


By George R. Phillips, Sr., Esq. 


Pray you are not lost in life’s race 
Know that salvation is the winning case 


If Christ is the center of your life 
You will be on fire for Christ despite challenges and strife 


ou are on fire for you have His gift 
joy and peace now and what an uplift! 
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Inspirational Corner 


When the Witnesses ae SHERIF 
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Mark 16:1-8 


By Rev. Hovhannes Hovsepyan* 


ark displays the Good News of the Gospel from the very beginning of his book. 

The beginning of the Good News of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. Mark 1:1 

And throughout the Gospel we see how the Kingdom of God breaks into the world and brings healing 
and caring through the ministries of Jesus. Anew community forms around Jesus because of this intervention. The 
disciples are called to join this community and engage in the service of discipleship by proclaiming the Good News. 

Does the conclusion of Mark’s Gospel make any sense in this context? In many old manuscripts the Gospel 
ends with an astonishing sentence in verse 8. 

So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to 
anyone, for they were afraid. Mark 16:8 

In this verse the author includes several negative feelings after women had encounters with the angel in the tomb. After hearing the 
message of Jesus’ resurrection and the command to go and tell the disciples, the women /eft and fled from the tomb seized with fear and 
bewilderment. The Gospel ends in silence and without proclamation of the Good News; they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. 

Many scholars suggest that this likely is the original ending of Mark’s Gospel. But what is the reason for such an ending? We know 
from the other Gospels that the women told the disciples immediately after leaving the tomb. But here, to provoke thinking, Mark cuts 
the story, like watching a film and cutting the ending, for a reason. 

Mark’s Easter story is a call to discipleship for all of us. What do I do as a disciple of Christ? In this Gospel Jesus orders others to 
keep silent until the resurrection of the Son of Man: 

As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, until after the Son of Man had 
risen from the dead. Mark 9:9 

Why were the disciples silent even after the resurrection? The good news had to be proclaimed, the messianic secret had to be an- 
nounced and told. That moment came. 

Mark’s Gospel suggests the task of discipleship, which is to speak, to proclaim, regardless of the circumstances, even under persecution. 

As for yourselves, beware; for they will hand you over to councils; and you will be beaten in synagogues; and you will stand before 
governors and kings because of me, as a testimony to them. And the good news must first be proclaimed to all nations. Mark 13:9-10 

The discipleship is what Jesus says, not what Peter or other disciples or women do in this Gospel. How did the disciples understand 
the discipleship? In Mark 8:32 we learn that Peter did not fully understand. The discipleship is not about glory, but it is about identifying 
with the Master and carrying the cross Mark 8:34. 

In Mark 9:33-36 we read that the disciples are arguing about who is the greatest. They failed to understand that whoever wants to 
be great must be the servant of all. Mark 10:35-45 says that the disciples are arguing over who is going to sit on the right or left side of 
Jesus. Again, they missed the point that whoever wants to be first must be a slave, servant and the last of all. Mark is correcting a certain 
view of discipleship from glory and greatness to servanthood and suffering. 

Mark’s negative portrayal of disciples throughout the Gospel has its purpose. It seems that there was a misunderstanding of disciple- 
ship in the community. Their understanding of discipleship was about glory and greatness like the disciples. Mark distances the readers 
from disciples. They are not your paradigm. Do not be like them. Listen and follow Jesus. Mark redefines discipleship and tries to correct 
the Christology and discipleship of the community. Discipleship means to serve and carry the cross. Many, in this community, left their 
faith because of the fear of persecution and suffering. Many preferred to be hidden in silence and not to testify their faith when there was 
a chance. Mark reminds his readers that Jesus understands their fears and predicts it in chapter 13. The challenge is, will you stand firm 
and proclaim the Gospel? Will you behave like the disciples did or as Jesus ordered the disciples to do? 

Today, while thinking about this passage and about our personal and communal understanding of faith and discipleship, how do we 
deal with the empty tomb? Does the fact of resurrection help us be faithful disciples instead of being fearful ones? Where and in which 
sense do we have fears about our faith? Where and why do we keep silent? 

Faithful discipleship means to follow Jesus and His commands throughout your daily life regardless of conditions. Fear and silence 
indicate lack of faith. The empty tomb and even the fact of resurrection do not produce the necessary faith. Faith comes when we open 
our hearts toward the Good News and get to know Jesus Christ on a personal level. Faithful discipleship is based on such faith. Only 
then can we proclaim and say; 

Christ is risen. He is risen indeed! 


* Rev. Hovhannes Hovsepyan is the Assistant to the Senior Pastor at the Evangelical Church of Armenia in Yerevan. 
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By Rev. John Khanjian, Ph.D. 


ev. Hovhanes M. Sarmazian was born in June 
1934 to Minas and Marie Sarmazian of the 
beautiful Baghjaghaz Village, located at the foot 
of Mount Sildran in Kessab, Syria. He attended 
the village elementary school but for intermediate education 
he had to walk 14 km to get to school in Kessab! 

His roadmap to Christian ministry did not follow the 
traditional path of high school, college and seminary. Being 
the eldest son, he had to interrupt his education and join his 
father in cultivating the land. In 1951, he was asked to teach 
at his village elementary school which he undertook with great 
love and joy for three years. Then the order came to join the 
Syrian Army as a conscript. Upon the completion of his military 
service, he was offered a teaching position at the Armenian 
Evangelical Elementary School in Damascus, Syria where he 
served from 1959-62. During this sojourn, which he refers to 
as "his Damascus Road Experience," his future vision for the 
Christian Ministry was solidified and he began the process of 
applying for full-time ministry. 

However, there was still one more hurdle to overcome—a 
high school diploma. In 1962, | met him as a student at the Ar- 
menian Evangelical College of Beirut, Lebanon where he sat in 
class with teenagers and became a successful student. Now the 
road map was clear, he became a full-time college and seminary 
student. With diligence he completed his studies and received 
from Haigazian College a BA in Psychology in 1967 and B.D. 
from the Near East School of Theology in 1969. 

During his seminary days he served in Sunday Schools, 
Youth Work and preached from pulpits of churches at various 
locations. Prior to his graduation, because of a vacancy in 
the Armenian Evangelical Church of Anjar, Hovhanes was 
appointed to serve the Church on an interim basis which later 
became a permanent position. He began his work after a 
stormy period in the Church’s life, but with his calm and loving 


approach he brought peace and stability to the situation and 
served the Church for 22 years. 

In 1972, he married Marie Janbazian who was a member 
of the Hilfsbund Mission that was serving the Anjar School 
and its Boarding Department, as well as Muslims in the 
surrounding villages. Marie was educated in Germany and 
served as a nurse, translator, and social worker and became 
Pastor Sarmazian’s right arm in his ministry. On July 1, 1973, 
he was ordained by the Union of the Armenian Evangelical 
Churches of the Near East as the Pastor of the Armenian 
Evangelical Church of Anjar. 

When the Hilfsbund Mission transferred its work in Anjar 
and the surrounding area to the Armenian Evangelical Union 
of the Near East in 1976, Rev. Sarmazian’s responsibilities 
grew exponentially to include the Directorship of the 
K-12 School, which included a large boarding population, 
teaching Armenian and religion courses, Presidency of the 
School Board of Majdal whose students were Muslims, and 
overseeing and helping the Armenian refugees who escaped 
from Beirut during the 16 year long Civil War. 

In December 1990, Rev. Sarmazian, his wife, two sons 
and a daughter moved to Canada to serve the Armenian 
Evangelical Church of Cambridge, Ontario. In November 
2002, the family lost their mother and great supporter to 
illness. After 50 years of faithful service, Rev. Sarmazian 
has officially retired from this Church as of January 2018, but 
continues to serve when called upon. He enjoys the company 
of his children and four grandchildren. He has written many 
short stories, sermons and articles on various topics. He has 
published three books:. A Play on Mousa Dagh Events of 
1915, A Guide Book for the Christian Armenian Family, and 
Short Stories About Life in a Kessab Village. 

The boy who walked 14 km to school continues his journey 
in the service of His Lord and his people. O 
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Armenian EvangelicaliEmmantiel Church-of Aleppo 


The Armenian Evangelical Emmanuel Church 
of Aleppo, Syria is one of the oldest Armenian 
Evangelical Churches. It was established in 1852 (in 
the old city), soon after the Armenian Evangelical 
Movement and establishment of the first Armenian 
Evangelical Church in Beyoglu, Istanbul, in 1846. 
The current Church building was erected in 1923. 


This Church has had a fruitful ministry in the past, 
and has rendered valuable services to the Union of 
the Armenian Evangelical Churches in the Near East. 
Currently within the church active organizations are the 
Ladies Society, Junior and Senior Youth Groups, and the 
Sunday School. 

On Sunday, January 17, 2016 in the early afternoon 
right after the Youth Group ended its program following 
the Sunday Church Service, a mortar shell hit the roof 
of Church, causing serious structural damage. Thanks to 
God, there were no casualties or injuries reported. 

Despite the political situation in the city, the 
Emmanuel Church continues its faithful ministry to 


mt ; ‘i 


Badveli Samuel Tashjian, current preacher of the Emmanuel Church. 


the community with regular Sunday morning Worship 
Services led by Badveli Samuel Tashjian. 


Sunday morning Worship Services are held in the basement hall of the Emmanuel Church. 
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The Youth Group of the Emmanuel Church with Rev. Yousef 


Jabbour. 


The Pastors who have served the Armenian 
Evangelical Emmanuel Church: 

Adoor Agha Niziblian (1852-1855) 

Rev. Nazar Makanian (1855-1865) 

Rev. Sarkis Sarkissian (1865-1890) * 

Rev. Garabed Markarian (1865-1890) * 
Mr. Kevork Kazanjian (1865-1890)* 

Mr. Garabed Adanalian (1865-1890) * 

Mr. Krikor Tchoukourian (1865-1890) * 

Mr. Karekin Kouyoumjian (1865-1890) * 
Rev. Manouk Missirian (1891-1903) 

Rev. Stepan Tovmassian (1904-1913) 

Rev. Hovhaness Eskijian (1913-1916) 
Visiting pastors and preachers (1917-1923) 
Rev. Garabed Haroutounian (1922-1931) 
Rev. Sisag Manoukian (1931-1932) 

Rev. Siragan Agbabian (1932-1952) 

Rev. Soghomon Nuyujukian (1950-1959) 
Rev. Hovhannes Karjian (1960-1979; asst. 1956-1958) 
Rev. Soghomon Kilaghbian (1980-1995) 
Visiting pastors and preachers (1995-1997) 
Rev. Serop Megerditchian (1997-2015) 
Badveli Samuel Tashjian (201 6-present) 


(*years of service unknown) 
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WE SHALL (re)BUILD 


The bricks have fallen down, we will rebuild with dressed stone. |saiah 9:10 (NIV) 


Six years of violence and fear have changed lives forever, for Syrian 
Armenians who have remained in Syria and for those who have left. While 
every effort is being made to start afresh and return to normalcy, the conflict 
continues to take its toll in more ways than one. In the wake of such calamity, 
the Armenian Missionary Association of America’s (AMAA) relief efforts to Syria 
remain strong. 


Reconstruction is evident as the streets connecting one ravaged community 
after another are being repaired. The flow of commerce is beginning to appear on 
the streets. Rubble from destroyed buildings is beginning to be cleared. Financial 
burdens on individuals remain high. The cost of returning to and repairing one’s 
home lies on the individual. 


Our communities in Syria painfully suffered Gnd endured. They are 
resilient and ready to bounce back. Your generous Gift Will help shore 
them up, rebuild the Church and their lives. TAGnK You Tor Your support. 


AMAA's commitment includes, but is not limited to, helping —— 9 1! the 
Armenian communities, keeping schools open, rejuvenating shops and 
businesses, and providing access to healthcare, food and basic provisions. We 
want to empower our brothers and sisters to continue rising above and help 
keep their faith and hope alive. 


We have not forgotten the destruction of the Emmanuel Church of Aleppo, nor 
the faithful who continue to gather to worship our Lord. 


AMAA also continues to provide a LifeLine angina.’ opportunities for those who seek to leave 
and begin anew in the Homeland —Armenia. 


The Union of the Armenian Evangelical Churches in the Near East (UAECNE), 
the Community leadership and the Church are ready to rebuild that House of Worship. 


The AMAA will honor its 
commitment and SUpporE 


Make a donation 

now at amaa.org to help 
(re)build our COMMUNITIES en = fe 
=a as = 


The sanctuary of the Emmanuel Church after the mortar 
shell hit the roof on January 17, 2016. 


AMAA 100" Anniversary 


YEARS OF SERVICE 


The Armenian Missionary Association of America 
A Legacy of Faith, Love, and Service 


By Rev. John Khanjian, Ph.D. 


he Armenian Missionary Association of America 
(AMAA), which is celebrating its 100 years of 
outstanding service to the worldwide Armenian 
communities, represents the collective and 
benevolent will of the Armenian Evangelical 
Churches of the United States of America. Its creation was 
the gracious response to the devastation and suffering of the 
Armenian Nation brought about by the genocidal policies of the 
Ottoman Government in 1915. 


Historical Background 

The first Genocide of the 20th Century destroyed the vibrant 
Armenian Evangelical Community of Turkey, which had 137 
churches, 179 pastors and preachers, 13,891 communicant members 
and about 51,000 adherents, hundreds of elementary schools, 34 
secondary schools, 7 colleges, and 3 seminaries.' 

The Armenian Evangelical Church, established on July 1, 1846, 
was the culmination of a pietistic reform movement formed within 
the Armenian Apostolic Church. Although many reasons contributed 
to its birth and phenomenal growth, for this brief history, two factors 
will be considered. The Armenian Renaissance of the 19th Century 
ushered in a more scientific outlook, and such humanistic values as 
freedom, fraternity, and equality. It is a fact that the Church mirrors 
or reflects its society; therefore, it should not come as a surprise that 
the "Mother Church," as we fondly refer to the Apostolic Church, 
was affected by the new way of thinking. Voices were raised within 


the Church requesting change for a Christian lifestyle and closer 
adherence to the scriptures. When these voices were silenced by 
oppression and excommunication, the reform-minded clergy and 
laity were shunned by the Mother Church and its obedient flock, 
hence was born the Evangelical Church of Armenia or the "Hayas- 
daniats Avedaranagan Yegeghetsee." Rev. Antranig A. Bedikian has 
observed, that the foreign missionaries "helped the deserted child 
to grow, but had no share in her birth."* The Armenian Evangelical 
Church is based on the personal faith experience of the believer and 
not on heavenly or earthly rewards. 

The second factor in the development of the Armenian Evangel- 
ical Church was the input by the American Board of Commissioners 
for Foreign Missions (American Board), Danish, German, Swiss, 
and other mission organizations. They extended a helping hand 
and rendered invaluable contribution by emphasizing the primacy 
of faith over works, Scriptures over tradition, the importance of a 
Christian lifestyle, the significance of education for both sexes, and 
the establishment of schools, hospitals, orphanages, and the printing 
press, which published the Bible in the vernacular. 

At the 92nd AMAA Annual Banquet, held on October 15, 2011 
at the Sheraton Universal Hotel in Universal City, CA, His Holiness 
Aram I, Catholicos of the Great House of Cilicia, in his speech stated 
the following: Because of historical circumstances and this is indeed 
a confession, the Armenian Orthodox Church laid an emphasis on 
the national dimension of our church’s life and witness. There was 
a vacuum. And, the Armenian Evangelical Church came to fulfill 
that. Acknowledgment is good but the Armenian Evangelical de- 


The last convention of the 
Union of Armenian Evangelical 
Churches of Cilicia in Aintab. 


7 er 


a 


10 AMAA NEWS, Jan-Feb-March 2018 


nomination is still waiting for the revoking of the anathema that 
was pronounced 172 years ago. 

The cataclysmic events of the Genocide aimed at the eradication 
of the Armenian race, its culture, and Christian values. The death 
verdict of the Ottoman government against the Armenians killed one 
and a half million and those who survived the cruel massacres and 
atrocities faced deportation, hunger, thirst, homelessness, violence, 
loneliness, misery, and despair. This catastrophe and the enormity 
of the human tragedy presented a challenge to humanity and to all 
Armenians in the Diaspora and in Armenia proper. 

Prior to the Great Massacre, a handful of Armenian Evangelical 
Churches, established in the United States, formed Unions that met 
annually. At the 1915 Annual Meeting of the Armenian Evangelical 
Union of the Eastern States (which was founded in 1901), a strong 
desire was expressed to form a missionary structure that would 
respond to the challenges of the Genocide. "The Executive Com- 
mittee of the Union which was composed of the Reverends Mihran 
T. Kalaidjian, H. Y. Yardumian, S. B. Yacoubian, businessmen John 
Telfeyan, and Dickran Donchian were instructed to come up with an 
organizational structure for a missionary association by the time the 
17th Convention met in Worcester in 1918."3 The commissioned 
men succeeded in carrying out their responsibility. The following 
year they presented their findings and recommendations, along with 
formulated bylaws, to the East Coast Annual Union meeting. On 
Friday, June 7, 1918, delegates from the 10 established churches and 
12 mission fellowships voted unanimously to establish the AMAA 
whose purpose was "to strengthen the spiritual life of our churches 
and to rebuild the ruined churches of the fatherland."* Between the 
years 1918 and 1921, the bylaws were finalized and the Association 
was registered as a public corporation. In a letter addressed to Rev. 
Dickran G. Kherlopian, Rev. Kalaidjian presents the spirit and aim 
of the AMAA: 


We founded the Armenian Missionary Association of America 
with a deep conviction that our martyred Armenian nation will 
survive and will continue to exist as a nation. As the first Christian 
nation in the world, she has a divine and noble calling to not only 
confess her Savior, the Lord Jesus, and to bear Christ’s Cross of 
afflictions to the knowledge of the entire world, but she also intends 
to become the torch-bearer of the lofty Christian civilization among 
the peoples of the Middle East... Therefore, it is indispensable that 
we contribute to the revitalization of our Armenian heritage and 
spiritual life.° 


The AMAA inspired two other similar benevolent Armenian 
Evangelical organizations to be formed and are recognized as Dis- 


trict Committees: the Armenian Missionary Association of Canada, 
established in 1984, and the Armenian Missionary Association of 
Australia established in 2001. Both organizations have their own 
Boards and are active in fundraising and assistance to worthy causes. 
The AMAA, jointly with the Armenian Evangelical Unions, 
used to publish the "Armenian American Outlook," which became 
the AMAA News. Since 1996, the AMAA also publishes the Ar- 
menian version of the "Our Daily Bread" devotional booklet (Zhats 
Mer Hanabazort), which is widely distributed around the world. 


100 Years of Devoted Leadership 
Establishing a benevolent association was only the first step 
ina long and arduous journey. The organization was new, it lacked 
structure, programs, funds, and recognition. The economic situa- 
tion was not affluent and soon would come the Great Depression in 
America. Rev. Mihran T. Kalaidjian, who had given up his pastoral 
position at the Armenian Evangelical Church of Troy to lead the 
Association, had to resign from his new position as Pastor-at-Large 
and Executive Secretary due to lack of funds. But the concern for 
the well-being and education of the young survivors in the refugee 
camps continued unabated. The need was tremendous to assist these 
miserable compatriots and give them hope for a better tomorrow. 
In spite of the enormity of the challenge and inadequacy of re- 
sources, the Association succeeded in gathering dynamic, well-ed- 
ucated ministers, highly successful businessmen and distinguished 
intellectuals, who were totally devoted to the benevolent cause. 
"The first 15-member Board of Directors of the AMAA were 
the following: John Telfeyan (President), Dikran Donchian (Vice 
President), B. John Mushekian (Treasurer), Professors Haroutune 
Dadourian, Melidon Ignatius, Vahan Babasinian, Rev. Kapriel 
Bedrosian, Rev. Antranig A. Bedikian, Dr. Aram G. Hejinian, Rev. 
Haig Yardumian, Armenag Mahjoubian, Dickran S. Sarkisian, Rev. 
Hagop M. Depoyan, Minas Kondazian and Garabed T. Pushman." ° 
These honorable people and another fifteen Board members guided 
the Association for a quarter century leaving behind them a trail 
of merciful devotion and service to our suffering compatriots. At 
the first Annual Meeting of the Association, the good news of the 
Armenian Evangelical Union of California joining the AMAA with 
a generous contribution encouraged the Trustees to increase their 
donations from 100 to 500 percent. These leaders were deeply 
involved in all aspects of the organization, and when the budget 
provisions ran short, they paid the deficit out of their own pockets. 


To be continued in the next issue 
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By Rev. Dr. Vahan H. Tootikian, AEWC Executive Director 


ay 28, 2018 is the 100" anniversary of the independence 

Mi of the Republic of Armenia. Wasn’t Armenia a sovereign 
country before then? It was. For many centuries, Armenia 

was a free and independent country. But it lost its independence in 
1045 A. D. when Byzantium seized the Bagraduni Kingdom and 
ended Armenia’s sovereignty. A few years later, the Seljuk Turks in- 
vaded the land and Armenians lost their centuries-old independence. 

Thirty five years after the fall of their Fatherland, however, 
in 1080, Armenian communities in Cilicia organized themselves 
under the leadership of Prince Roupen I, a relative of the Bagra- 
duni King, Gagik II, and revolted against Byzantium, founding 
the Cilician Armenian Kingdom. This Kingdom lasted 295 years, 
from 1080-1375. The Mamluks occupied the land and put an end 
to the Cilician Armenian Kingdom. Thus, 873 years after the fall 
of Bagraduni Kingdom in Armenia, and 543 years after the col- 
lapse of the Armenian Kingdom in Cilicia, Armenia finally got its 
independence on May 28, 1918. 

The creation of the Republic of Armenia was nothing but a 
miracle. Three years after the Turkish Genocide of the Armenians, 
in May 1918, the Armenians in their Homeland were once again 
threatened by their enemies. The Turkish forces had encircled the 
region of Yerevan and intended to destroy the Armenian remnant. 
Surrounded by mighty forces, with no avenue to escape and no 
one around to extend a helping hand, Armenians of every age and 
rank, including women and the very old, took a heroic stand. At 
the battles of Sardarabad, Kara-Kilisa and Bash-Abaran, the little 
Armenian force of about 35,000 fought against the Turkish Army and 
triumphed. These three battles in May 1918 led to the establishment 
of the Republic of Armenia in a small part of the historic Fatherland. 

In the face of many hardships and handicaps — famine, priva- 
tion, attacks from enemy-armed hands — Armenians clung to their 
independence for two and a half years, and built a whole new 
infrastructure, a university, institutes and schools, even industries 
began budding here and there. With great hopes, they sent their 
representatives to the Paris Peace Conference and presented their 
demand for a united Armenia that encompassed Western Armenian 
territories as well. In August 1920, the Treaty of Peace with Turkey, 
signed at Sévres, France, recognized the independence of Armenia 
and its right in Western Armenia. Woodrow Wilson, President of the 
United States of America, was asked by the Allied nations to draw 
the borders of Armenia. He did. Armenia was to be awarded 42,000 
square kilometers from historical Armenia (occupied by Turkey) 


and 400 kilometers of coastline. Unfortunately, the signatories of 
the Treaty of Sévres had disagreements with one another. Mean- 
while, in Turkey a new leader came forth in the person of Mustafa 
Kemal (Atatiirk), who launched a new Turkish national movement, 
organized the army and was chosen President of the newly formed 
parliament. He made an agreement with Socialist Russia and chal- 
lenged the disunited Allies. 

Thereafter, the Turks and the Soviet Russians put pressure on 
little Armenia to renounce the Treaty of Sevres. Armenia was caught 
between the Turkish anvil and the Russian hammer. The Turks tried 
to gain control of the Karabagh-Zankezour-Nakhichevan belt and 
unite with Azerbaijan. They attacked Armenia without any provo- 
cation. Meanwhile, the Armenian Socialists, with 70,000 Russian 
soldiers, entered and occupied the northern region of Armenia. On 
November 29, 1920, the Armenian Republic fell under the Social- 
ists’ dominion. 

Under the aegis of the Soviet Union, the Second Republic 
lasted from 1920-1991. Despite the dictatorial political system 
and violation of human rights, the people of Armenia developed 
their economy and culture. With Soviet assistance, great industrial 
advances occurred. Along with economy and industry, great impe- 
tus was also given to the educational, scientific and artistic areas. 
Illiteracy was virtually eliminated. 

Soviet Armenia became a highly advanced and industrialized 
republic and a major center for the development of Armenian arts 
and culture. It maintained for more than 70 years the continuity of 
the Armenian state. 

With the decline of the USSR, Soviet Armenia was one of the 
first republics to declare independence on September 21, 1991. Thus, 
the Third Republic burst forth. The Third Republic, present-day 
Armenia, is just a tiny part of historic Armenia. It covers 29,800 
square kilometers, or 11,506 square miles. It represents only a frac- 
tion of the Armenian territories delineated by the Treaty of Sévres. 
Its current population is estimated at 3 million. 

Since its independence, the Republic of Armenia has survived 
against serious odds, such as Turkey-Azeri economic blockades. 
It has made every effort to consolidate its independence and has 
attained full membership in international forums, has made some 
economic reforms to ensure transition from the old system to a free 
market economy, has created a Diaspora Ministry to consolidate 
its ties with the Armenians outside of Armenia, has been working 
hard to find a peaceful solution to the conflict of Artsakh (Nagorno- 
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Karabagh) and is seeking friendly relations with its neighbors. All 
these accomplishments are commendable. 

On the other hand, however, there are some challenging prob- 
lems in Armenia that need to be dealt with, such as corruption, 
with its different phases. Corruption has become a serious problem, 
threatening the well-being of the country. This evil is rampant in 
almost every department of the government. 

Another serious problem is poverty. Unemployment and hope- 
lessness of finding a job to afford daily necessities have created 
several other evils such as theft, suicide and crime. 

Still another serious problem and concern is emigration or the mass 
exodus. This problem is also a result of the high unemployment rate 
leading to hopelessness and an uncertainty about the future. Accord- 
ing to the Migration Service of the Republic of Armenia, more than 2 
million Armenians have left Armenia since its independence in 1991. 

If mass exodus is a concern, greater concern is the emigration 
of the young and professional elements, such as scientists, educa- 
tors, musicians, artists, and intellectuals, causing brain drains to our 
Fatherland. This presents a grave picture, which inevitably will have 
some serious effects on Armenia. 

A serious analysis of the existing situation in Armenia leads one 
to believe that Armenia’s real problems are not so much economic as 
they are moral or spiritual. This is not to underestimate the serious- 
ness of the problems, but to emphasize the fact that their solutions 


depend largely upon the attitude of our compatriots in Armenia and 
especially that of their leadership. 

Yes, what Armenia needs is public-spirited, upright and dedi- 
cated leaders who know how to deal fairly with their compatriots, 
who seek first not their own interest but the common good of the 
public, who lead by example, who are compassionate and sympa- 
thetic, to the needs of the people, and who inspire a sense of security, 
faith and hope in the future. 

Armenians in the Diaspora also have an important role to play 
both morally and financially, because all Armenians, whether they 
live in Armenia or in the Diaspora, belong to one nation, united 
in destiny and indivisible as a national entity. We all rise and fall 
together. Thus, wherever we live, whatever ideology we cherish, 
we are the same on one basis; our Armenianness. After all, we have 
a common history, a common memory, and a common hope. For 
that reason Armenia and the Diaspora are inseparable and interde- 
pendent. 

For centuries, Armenians all over the world have dreamt to 
have a free and independent country. Today’s Republic of Armenia 
is a dream come true, a prayer answered and faith renewed. The 
existential question is: Are we going to keep Armenia? The past 
generations of Armenians have survived the threats from without. 
Will the new generation be able to survive the threat from within 
and keep the Republic of Armenia strong? UO 
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Children Celebrate Christmas 
in Armenia & Artsakh 


or over 25 years, the Armenian Missionary Associa- 

tion of America along with the Evangelical Church 

of Armenia have organized Christmas Programs 

throughout Armenia and Artsakh. In early 2018, 
over 10,000 children participated in these programs in 66 
locations in 36 towns and villages. 

On January 16 and 17, five sessions of Christmas Pro- 
grams were held at the AMAA Center in Yerevan. The Hayasa 
Theatrical Group of the AMAA presented "The Most Impor- 
tant Gift" play which was directed by Nune Abrahamyan. 
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Christmas Celebrations in Yerevan, Armenia. 


Before the performance, clowns entertained the children with 
songs and games in the Center’s Lobby. 

The Christmas celebrations in other towns and villages of 
Armenia and Artsakh were also filled with plays, songs and 
exciting games. All the children who participated in these 
programs were greeted by Santa Claus and returned home 
with Christmas Joy Packages full of beautiful gifts, thanks 
to the generous support of so many donors to the AMAA. 
More importantly they embraced the amazing story of Jesus 
and relived the joy of the Savior born. U 


ll 


AMAA's Hayasa Theatrical Group presents "The Most Important Gift" play in Yerevan. 
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Evangelical Church of Armenia in Gyumri 
Celebrates Christmas and Holds its First 
Worship Service in the Newly Constructed 
Church Building 


its newly constructed Center, and welcomed more than 1,000 children and their parents. A special Christmas 
program was presented after which each child received a Christmas Joy Package, made possible by the 
generous gifts of AMAA donors. 


Oo n January 12 and 13, the Evangelical Church of Armenia in Gyumri held its annual Christmas Programs in 


We praise God for providing the Church in Gyumri with this wonderful Center which will be used for His Glory. 


The official Dedication Ceremony of the Evangelical Church of Armenia in Gyumri will take place in September 
2018, during the AMAA's 100" Anniversary Celebration in the Homeland. 0 
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South America 


ev. Dr. René Léonian and his wife Sylvie are currently 

in Montevideo, Uruguay for a period of six months for a 

pastoral ministry on behalf of the Armenian Missionary 

Association of America and the Armenian Evangelical 
Union of North America. 

His ministry during this short period of time includes: pastoral 
duties (worships, Bible studies, visitations to families); contacts with 
the other churches of the area and with the Armenian community at 
large; leadership training to prepare lay leaders for the future; and 
to help the three Armenian Evangelical churches in South America 
(Uruguay, Brazil, Argentina) to develop their fellowship and com- 
mon programs for youth and young adults. 

Rev. Leonian’s ministry in Uruguay started with the Christmas 
Worship on December 24, with the Congregation of the Primera 
Iglesia Evangelica Armenia del Uruguay in the presence of God. 
During the first weeks, Rev. Léonian, accompanied by the Minister 
of the Church Rev. Dr. Obed Boyadjian, visited with the heads of 
the local Armenian Churches (Apostolical, Catholic and Brother- 
hood) and participated in several programs on Radio Gomidas and 
Radio Arax. 

Rev. Léonian held several important meetings with the mem- 
bers of the Board of Trustees of the Church where a lot of work has 
been already accomplished. Praise the Lord for the ministry of Rev. 
Boyadjian and the past Ministers, as well as the lay leaders for their 
dedicated work. The socio-economic situation of Uruguay today 


L to R: Rev. Dr. Obed & Dora Boyadjian and Sylvie & Rev. Dr. 
René Léonian. 


is not healthy, and it is important to plan for the future. There is 
need to consolidate and improve the life of the Church. There is a 
big challenge for the members of the Church - to be faithful to the 
Christian values and to maintain our Armenian identity. 

Please continue to pray for the Pastor of the Church, lay leaders, 
young people and families of all the churches in Uruguay, Brazil 
and Argentina. O) 
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Call for Historical Papers! 


The Centennial of the Armenian Missionary Association of America compels us to reflect on the transformative events and moments 
in history, which led to the creation of our organization. We are especially interested to learn more about the distinguished men 
who constituted the first AMAA Board of Directors. Any papers, documents and photographs relevant to these individuals would 
be welcomed. Please send scanned images to Nancy Rivera at nrivera@amaa.org or send hard copies to AMAA, 31 W. Century 
Road, Paramus, NJ 07652. 


First Executive Secretary of AMAA 
Rev. Mihran T. Kalaidjian 


AMAA First Board of Directors 


Prof. V.S. Babasinian re @G 


Rev. A.A. Bedikian 
Prof. H.M. Dadourian 
Rev. H.M. Depoyan 
Dr. A.G. Hejinian 
Milton B. Ignatius 
M.S. Kondazian 

G.T. Pushman 
Dickarn M. Sarkisian 
D.B. Donchian 

A. Mahjoubian 

John Moushekian 
John G. Telfeyan 
Rev. H.Y. Yardumian 


Reverend Aaron Shirajian 
Rev. Aaron Shirajian was born in Marash on January 19, 1865. During his lifetime, Rev. Shirajian lived through one of the darkest 
times in history. His endurance and convictions led him to single-handedly create the Armenian National Orphanage in Aleppo, 
Syria where he harbored and saved countless orphaned children from the Genocide. In 1920, as the number of orphans decreased, 
Rev. Shirajian and his wife Arousiag began a girls hotel to provide shelter for women who remained homeless. As years passed, the 
Reverend’s dedication to his nation remained true, undertaking numerous humanitarian projects and his tenure as Pastor of Bethel 
Church in Aleppo, will be remembered for generations. Any papers, photographs or documents in connection to Rev. Shirajian would 
be welcomed. Please email to nrivera@amaa.org or send to the AMAA, 31 W. Century Road, Paramus, NJ 07652. 


a AMAA Ce lial Celebrations 


* East Coast, USA Octobe 
Sydney, Australia March 1: 
4 Detroit, MI April 28, 20 
1 Toronto, ON, Canada Ma 
= i Montreal, QC, Canada May 12, 2018 
Beirut, Lebanon May 31-June 3, 2018 

* Paris, France June 9-10, 2018 
All Armenian Evangelical Youth Conference in Armenia August 2-16, 2018 

Yerevan, Armenia September 28-30, 2018 
West Coast, USA October 20, 2018 
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Centennial Campaign 


throughout the United States. These special occasions offer an opportunity 
to hear from AMAA Executive Director/CEO Zaven Khanjian, and join 
in discussions on AMAA’s vision for the next 100 years of service. The power of 
connecting with our supporters is an integral part of moving our mission ahead. 
We thank all our gracious hosts for opening their homes and welcoming our 
many members and friends: November 11, Dr. Zaven and Mrs. Vivianne Chak- 
makjian in Dallas, TX; December 9, Mr. & Mrs. Ike and Kris Gulesserian in Los 
Altos, CA, and December 23, Mr. & Mrs. Timothy and Kristin Kevorkian Smith 
in Pasadena, CA. It was wonderful to see new and old faces as we came together 
in fellowship. The Centennial Capital Campaign is moving forward. To date we 
stand at $9,001,322 received from over 350 donors. Every dollar raised — large or 
small — is felt beyond its border. It’s hard to know exactly what another hundred 
years will bring the AMAA, but suffice to say that with the groundwork and be- - Hine . 
nevolence established today by our supporters, leaders, staff and volunteers, there jyaa Centennial Reception at the home of Dr. Zaven 


is much to look forward to. and Vivianne Chakmakjian in Dallas, TX. 


T= Centennial Receptions of the AMAA continued during 2017 in cities 


AMAA Centennial Reception at the home of Ike and Kris Gulesserian in Los Altos, CA. 


AMAA Centennial Reception at the home of Timothy and Kristin Kevorkian Smith in Pasadena, CA. 
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CENTENNIAL CAMPAIGN GOALS 
Priorities Breakdown 


CAPITAL PROJECTS 

Churches in Armenia 
New Construction: GYUMri Church and Center ...0....cccss0sscssssseesesesseseennen 
Renovations: Alaverti-VanadZor-ljevan .........s:ccccccccsssssecceceessssseeeeceeseseees 


Camps 
Renovations: Camp Sheen-Shoghig in Hankavan, Armenia.............606 
Renovations: Camp Bedrosian in Shushi, Artsakh .............ccccceceeeeeeeeeeees 
ReMO Vet os MC AG VCD AMON .cccscs0.+0sssaccesasaecseacdscsessesssesrsausssisveseeases 


Schools 
Renovations: KINdengartens IN AMSAKM ic... ccieceseseseoccccceesessersseceesessees 
Avedisian School Fence and Walkway, Yerevan, Armenia ............:00:000 


ENDOWMENT FUNDS 

Educational Funds 
Pie Male Veal SelledeSeMOOlS INLCDAMOMN...---c.<.-............:cssssecerseccssessenes 
Breeze MIVelSIey MDCINUL ;LODANOMereeceiieresnasescc-..ss0s00cccccsessssersseeeeasess 
PMECISIAMPSEMOO YEREVAN, AMMONIA cscercsccecececccscosceescccesesvevesensunenenenenonoes 
Armenian Evangelical Schools in North AMErica...........cccccccssesseceeseeeees 


Churches and Mission Development Funds 


ANNUAL OPERATING FUND 
MASSON Bie] SIAC S eoascec tor onacnoncofenoonesonneaonpebhonpsaon6sogHbS55hscbneE cE Eee eRe eee aee eee 


For further information on ways to give, please contact: 
Magda Poulos at (201) 265-2607 or mpoulos@amaa.org 


$2,100,000 
$1,000,000 


$1,250,000 
$150,000 
$200,000 


$100,000 
$200,000 


$1,000,000 
$4,000,000 
$2,000,000 
$1,000,000 


$9,001,322 


=< | 


$1,000,000 
$1,000,000 


$1,000,000 


$3,000,000 


$1,000,000 


18 Million 
16 Million 
14 Million 
12 Million 


10 Million 


} 8 Million 
i] 


6 Million 
4 Million 


2 Million 
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CAPITAL 


Helping Expé 


The Armenian Evangelical churches have always been pioneers in establishing 
quality schools and supporting education. Soon after the 1918 Armenian Genocide, the 
survivors who took refuge in the shanty camps of Aleppo, Syria and Beirut, Lebanon, were 
helped by the AMAA with establishing Kindergartens and elementary schools. The AMAA 
played a very significant role by finding resources to purchase properties and build schools, 
provide scholarships, and meet urgent needs created by the political storms that passed over the 
f Middle East. 
Today, the Armenian Evangelical Community of Lebanon boasts four secondary (K-12) schools: 
Armenian Evangelical College of Beirut, the Armenian Evangelical Central High School of Ashrafieh, 
the Armenian Evangelical Shamlian Tatigian Secondary School of Nor Marash in Bour} Hammoud, 
and the Armenian Evangelical Secondary School of Anjar, and one middle school - the Armenian 
Evangelical P & E Torossian School of Nor Amanos in Bour} Hammoud. All of these schools depend 
on the AMAA’s Child Support programs. Despite the political storms in the country, these schools have 
maintained their quality of education, their spiritual and moral orientation and have a good track record in 
passing government exams. 
Open to all Armenian students, regardless of denominational belonging or political affiliation, these schools have 
produced thousands of well-educated and enlightened graduates who have gone on to make a good living or continue 
their education and become professionals and good citizens in countries all over the world. Here are a few examples 
of current students. 


AR MENT AN M I Sse ON AOR Y YASS O CIATION OF AMERIEGA 


Boghos, an excellent student from the Armenian Evangelical College (AEC) says, 
"| like to express my gratitude to the place that played an essential role in my life and 
provided me with the resources and wings to fly away. The trace of the AEC mentality, 
ideology, and doctrine shall be evident in my every step and action wherever | am." 
Boghos participated in the competition of the United World Colleges (UWC) and won a 
full scholarship to attend the prestigious UWC Dilijan International College. 

Hovig's family was one of the first families to arrive in Beirut from Aleppo fleeing the 
country’s civil war. The Armenian Evangelical Shamlian Tatigian School helped the family 
settle and accepted all three children and provided tuition for them. Hovig, a very bright 
student who graduated in May 2017, comments on his future plans. "| am grateful that 
Shamlian Tatigian School welcomed us and prepared me to attend University. | want to 
major in Biology and later enter the medical field." 

Rita, an exceptional 11th grade student at the Armenian Evangelical Central High 
School (CHS), scored the highest average in governmental Brevet exams among all 
Armenian schools. Rita also won second prize in the Armenian History for Secondary 
students contest as well as in "Al-Bayan" Arabic Essay Writing Contest. "At CHS my 
abilities have flourished both in academics and in extracurricular activities," says Rita. 
"My teachers have taught me much more than the curriculum; they have challenged me 
to grow and be my best self." 


4 = 
Rita with CHS Principal Maral Deyirmenjian 
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AMAA Sundays 


AMAA SUNDAYS IN AEUNA CHURCHES 


uring the month of December 2017, AMAA’s 
Executive Director/CEO Zaven Khanjian 
and West Coast Executive Director Levon 
Filian visited a number of churches within the 
Armenian Evangelical Union of North America (AEUNA) 
to celebrate AMAA Sunday. 

Mr. Khanjian visited the Armenian Presbyterian 
Church of Paramus, NJ on Sunday December 3, 2017 
and Calvary Armenian Congregational Church of San 
Francisco, CA on Sunday December 10, 2017. Mr. 
Filian visited the Armenian Evangelical Church of 
Hollywood, CA on Sunday December 10, 2017, and the 
First Armenian Presbyterian Church of Fresno, CA on 
Sunday December 17, 2017. 

During their AMAA Sunday visits Mr. Khanjian and 
Mr. Filian preached from the pulpit the Word of God, 
made presentations on the AMAA’s Mission and Pro- 
grams, updated the congregations on the Mission and 
Outreach Program of the AMAA in 24 countries around 
the world and answered questions about AMAA’s pro- 
grams and plans for the future. 

Special thanks to the pastors, councils and the 
eecorpradations of the churches for their ongoing support 

d encouragement for the Mission and Outreach of 
MAA. O 


The Armenian Presbyterian Church of Paramus, NJ. 


News Briefs 


Haigazian University Students Go Global 


By Mira Yardemian, Public Relations Director, Haigazian University 


n January 30, five Haigazian University students from 

the Faculty of Business Administration and Economics 

presented their campaign entitled "Rise Lebanon" to 

combat religious hatred and extremism at the finals of 
the "Peer to Peer: Facebook Global Digital Challenge." Held at the 
National Union Building in Washington, DC, the HU team placed 
third among 82 competing international universities and won a 
prize of $5,000 USD. 

Founded in 2015 by Facebook and EdVenture Partners, "Peer to 
Peer" is a global competition that aims at creating social and digital 
media campaigns by university students to counter online hate and 
extremism in ways that are credible, authentic and believable to 
their peers, and localized to each of their communities or regions. 

The HU team was comprised of students Mohamad Bashir, Maya 
Skaini, Sally Mansour, Ali Termos, and Harout Tchilinguirian, all 
students in a course entitled Integrated Marketing Communications 
and Market Research. They were accompanied by their advisor/ 
mentor Dr. Priyan Khakhar. Students Khajag Barsoumian and Siham 
Hneini, who had participated in the campaign, were unable to join 
them as groups were limited to five participants. 

The team presented its campaign and recommendations 
to a panel of expert judges composed of international media 
representatives, policy makers, diplomats and academicians. A 
number of senior staff of the Lebanese Embassy in Washington, 
DC also attended the event, showing great interest, appreciation 
and support. 

The newly appointed Lebanese Ambassador to the USA, H.E. 
Gabriel Issa, hosted the Haigazian delegation in his Embassy office. 


Wins Chess Title Second Year i ina Row 


Ambassador Issa discussed the students’ campaign of respecting 
individuality and showing empathy, and highly praised the role the 
University is playing in the Lebanese educational arena. On behalf 
of President Rev. Dr. Paul Haidostian, Dr. Khakhar presented the 
Ambassador with a replica of the quill on the University’s shield 
on this special occasion. 

The team was also invited to a roundtable discussion with policy 
makers at the U.S. State Department. It was attended by represen- 
tatives from the Department of Homeland Security and the Office 
of Countering Violent Extremism. Government officials followed 
HU’s presentation with great attention and interest. 


he Highest League of Chess Championship of Armenia for 2018 was held in aca a 
For the second straight year, Woman International Master (WIM) Siranush Ghukasyan, 
an AMAA sponsored child, won the title of Chess Vice Champion of Armenia. 

The AMAA congratulates Siranush on her successful performance and for the honorable 


prize of Armenian women’s silver medal awarded to her. 
Haymedia. am stated that "We are happy to see Siranush on ie An 
e th past 


nia National Team 
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"Stitched with Love’ 


Editor's Note: The AMAA is celebrating a century of goodness built on the legacy of faith, love & service. 
Regiments of unsung heroes raised the foundation by adding brick and mortar to the base. 
One such current hero is the child of traditional Armenian Evangelical families. 

She has lived and learned. 

She has seen and appreciated. 

She has observed and fallen in love. 

And while Grandma Hasmig Apelian Kilaghbian stitched the yarn with love, Areni Nuyujukian 
was gradually stitched to AMAA’s mission, with love. 

She was overjoyed with the prospect of that beautiful infant in the homeland who would wear it. 
In honor of her grandma and in caring love of the children of Armenia this is the story of her gift. | Areni Nuyujukian (middle) with her mother 
And it wasn’t even solicited. Ani and sister Hilda. 


try to call my grandmother every day. On my way home from work, walking through Midtown or 

Central Park in New York City, I ask her, "what’d you make today," she tells me, "kufte, taboule, 

sarma..." making my mouth water, wishing to be near my family around the table. 

. I left home for New York a year and a half ago to pursue my Master’s Degree in Modern and 
; y- Contemporary Art and the Market at Christie’s Education. Upon graduating in December and receiving 
© an offer of what has now become my first full-time job, I called my grandmother. 

She shared her experience of coming to the United States and deciding with my grandfather to 
donate their first earnings to the Armenian Church. Inspired by her spirit, I would like to share my 
first earnings with AMAA’s Stitched with Love program, a mission that donates hats, scarves, blankets 
and more to the mothers and children of Armenia. I hope my contribution will bring joy and relief to 
those in need. And if one day those small children leave home, I hope they will call their mothers and 
grandmothers and continue the spirit of giving. 
sed Living in New York and wondering, in this huge metropolis, how I might inspire a small change, I 

[recall my father asking me as a child, "How do you eat an elephant?" Upon my curiosity, giving me the 
M8 answer of, "One bite at a time." 


The Armenian Missionary Association 
of America proudly recognizes Elsie 
Haig's generous support and dedication 
for more than seventy years. She is 102 
years old and the oldest member of the 
organization. 


We cherish her selfless support and pray 
with God's help that her life continues in 
good spirit and health. 
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Over the last several years, the AMAA has taken great strides to increase our transparency and accountability to you, the donors of 

this organization. We have now taken an additional step in this process, and we are excited to introduce you to it. Our new database, 

DonorShops, will help donors and supporters of the AMAA to do the following: 

¢ Review their giving history 

¢ Select child or granny for sponsorship 

¢ Review any purchases made 

¢ Learn more about the Childcare and sponsorship programs 
the AMAA administers. 


Each donor with an email on file with the AMAA has already been 

set-up with an account. You can access your account as follows: 

1. Visit the website at: https:/‘amaa.donorshops.com 

2. Click the "Login" button in the top left corner 

3. Under the "Forgot Your Password?" section, enter your email BEX. 

4. An email with your new password will be sent to your email 
address on file 


If you do not have an email on file with the AMAA, you can create your account by doing the following: 
1. Visit the website at: https://amaa.donorshops.com 

2. Click the "Register" button in the top left corner 

3. Enter all your information and click the "Register" button at the bottom 


If you have any questions or need any help, please contact AMAA sponsorship Manager, Lucy Rastguelenian at 201.265.2607, or via email at 
lrastguelenian@amaa.org. 
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<suwmph, Uhpnj 


4a 


SUPPULGPNF SGUNUSNFPehFL 


Lepit 
MuGwy Wiwin 


Ytn. nun. dwu huwuéGuu* 


Ulnhhugh <wy Qknupwtsuluk Chykpwul- 
gnyefilin (U<UL), np Yn motk fp whqniqulwt 
ounuynyehwh 100-wihulp w2fuuphumupwud 
hug qunnyehkpnit uke, yn hkplwjughk <uy 
Whnuputulut Wkinpliwt hukugipp hu- 
rupulwut pupkuppulwh yudrpp, Yugkylgnd wn Yunuhnyeprtt 
nu ulpn: Whnpn hhdhiuypnniyehrin ywnuhuhut sin: Wt 
hfdtinikgwe hulwrkupintgni 1915-f Outubkubh p2fpubniyekhwut 
hujuphovwt opugnpt: US WL-p Yupklgnyetuth dlinpt En ukn 
mupughn, mutenwo ni. wink wgqgh vuquiynind yiplniud 
pllnptkpnit: 


Quuniujwut Cyiwpy 


Luwhtpnpy nuipnt wnwoeht ganwuywtniyehitp Ynpnowttg 
fenipphny mupwdpht qnininn <wy ULitmupwtiwtwi 
Yttuntiwy huvwuyhp wp, np nittp 137 tytnighttp, 179 
hnyhrttp ni pwpnghsttp, 13,891 huyjnpnwywt wonwvttp br 
gning 51,000 himntinpyttp, huppipk webyp tupruypywpwbhttp, 
34 Gpypnpnwywt yupdwpwtttp, 7 qnjbéttp tr. 3 Wumniu- 
Supwtwuywt Gbvwpwtttp:' 

<uy Uctnupwtwywt Gytntght hhitnitgur 1 38nijpu 
1846-hi: Wanp qnywnnitip wpynhLoipt Ep puptuwemnipehit 
nt pupttupgniphrt swumugqnynyn 2wpdnivh up, np ugum 
<ujywunuttuyg Unwmptywywt Gytntghh onght ukg: 
Gupbyp £ jh2b, zum Up ywmiwnttp whnp dswqnitpt ni 
dnynnypnwmqwtniptwt wwuht, puyg ywpmh Ybnpntwtwip 


GpYnt wqnwttpni ppwy. wnwehtp <uyywywt yipwmdtnitiny 
d-fd- nupnit, np qhmwwt huykguykm upt Ep, G Gpypnpn 
Spwhuuyweh jonquripnfuwtwt qununhwpbtpp, hbsyku’ wqu- 
innyebuit, Gnpuypnyetwt t huwumpnyebwut mtu ybnttpn 
wmupwoniip <wy hwipniyetwi uty: 

Ppnnnihitt £, np bybntght yp gnpwgtk hp poytpwyht 
Uhsunwypp: <Gnbruapwp wh yotuy sb np puptywupqniyehit 
suMuqnyny aujhtp uum juntpy, pwumhwpwyniwd nr 
|nLuwLnpniwo pwhwtiwttp nvotoiwynt thurhwpny, npntp 
UWuumniwdwniisp ubpmbtjny ni wyoytiny wowytnpyntt 
dnnndnipnp: Puyg tpp gwtp sutwujynitbgmr wu dujttpp 
jptgttjn. prtiniptuudp bi tqnywtpny, Gytnkgumywt tr 
w2fumphuywt puptyupgniyhitip gywmugnynnttpp 
unhynitgwmt hpith) «<ujwunwuttuyg ULhbnupwtwywt 
Gytyntghb», np pupbyw2nwywt vpwpwiniyepit vpt Ep: 
dtp. Wonpwthy UW. Mampytwt wju vuupt yp qnk. «Omup 
Uhupniwipthtp oqhtght jpniwd Udwtniyht np vkotuy, puyg 
winp dtn.oinht uke nip snvikht»:? ‘nyt thiept dwuht nym. 
Gpniwity Lwun bth Ywoinpununtuy pubjny. <uywunuttuyg 
ULtmupwtwuywut Gybntghht Yuquwinntwt n wyw 
pujwgpht vb Gwyumugnuyut nbpwywmupniyehrt nth 
UWitppytwt Mnpmh Uhupntwipniyehiip: RPuyg wy «Gultu- 
mugnuywubt»p whnp nuybuth nipht uke b»:? Niptuvt, <uy 
Utnupwtwywtniepiip hhvtiniws — whdtwywt huvwmph 
Gi ns Gpyouyht Qu Gpypuyht ywpdunmnpniyetub ypu): 

Wtunupwtwutwt thintghh want tpypnpyn wqnwip 
Upufntupnippitt Ep, np foenipphw tr. <wywumumt tywod Ep 
mupptp Gpyppttpk: Wuntg ub Udtphpytbwt dnnnywywt 
Gybyntghttpn Mnpmp vbowqnyh nEpwyumupnryehiop n_btgu: 
fob. Uhupntwpttpp Yumuptuy sbht nt ppttig wqquyht 
UW2wynyjeny uwhiwoiurpwyniws, uwhuyi Yupbyp 56 npwtuy, 
wintg tyuwump 2b2mbyny huwwmph qkpwnwuniphiip 
puptqnpdoniptwt ypu, Wumniwdweniiyh qipmyuynyehrop 
Gytntguywt wiwtynijtwt: Wontp Yuptinpniyehit mnipt 
wyng nt wyngywtg niunivht: Wu tuwmuwulny hwumumtght 
ns Upuyt nuypngttp, wy twtr hhrmtynwtngttp, nppwtnghtp, 
muywpwtttp. duywumtght w2fwuphupuph mupwdvut tr 
UWuumniwmdwaniish pupqumtniyetwt: Wintg nupngttpp tymt 
wquin Umph nupptinghtn: 

Utuupwtswywth 92-pn Swptdnyndyh <wgytpnyyeht, 
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np win nittgun Lnu Woébynup uke <n. 11, 2011-ht, Utop 
Swit Gpypyhny Guynnhynu Upud UW. pp fuoupht vwEy puu.- 
«Numduywt wyuytwtttpn, wuméwnny, Ge wu wpnwupt 
funumnywotwtp upt §, <uy Ainnuthwn Gytntght hp 2b2mp 
npwo Ep wrbyp wqquyht udwpght put Gyintgult Yawtppt 
Upuy: Pug Up qnynyeht nvotp tr niptivit <uy WLhmupwtwlwt 
Gybtyntght byun jbghty wy pugp»: Lu funumnywiniyhitp 
qtiwhuuntyp E, puyg <uy ULitnwpwtwuyut 3upwutniwtiniyehrtp 
172 wmwphttpe£ fb bp Yp uyqwuk «qn p»h Yipwguwut: 

Stnwmuywiniyetwt uuhinytgnighs spwgqhpp Yn himu- 
wont vey tKywuwmy. nsbyughty <wy wqqp, winp nupwinp 
U2mynjyjet nv Lphumnthutwt wnadtpttpp: Uwhniwt yahop 
fuyjbg VEY ni Yu Upjpnt hujtpn. Yawtpp, puy wintp np 
Uuquynipd nyo voiughth, Gowti wumwinwywt, whmn.h, 
unywo, funzmuigniwod ni wimp: Gontntp dwpmwhpurtp upt 
Ep dwpnyniyetut nt huyniypetwt: 

Stnwuywiniyptoitth unwy <wy) ULhmupwhwtwt pwth 
Up Gytntghttp hmumumniws tht Ufwgtuy Gwhwtiqtitpn 
uk: Whntp Guiquims Eht Gytntguywt ubniyp http wptrbyjbwt 
tt wptiimbtwt uiptpn.t ypuy: Uptbijbwt Gwhwtqttpn 
Upniyetwt 1915-p muptdnnnyht, pnint tpunpwp Yup Yuqubyne 
wuLtbmupwtsuyut poytpwmdgniyhit up, ywmwmufwttynr 
gtinwuywtinipetwt vupmumhpwit_pht pwptuhpwywt 
ounuyniptwuup, Y4pwuypny qunpwwtttpn.h mwuyjni hug 
nt hwqniuw, nin n. nwptwut, qutintp tbpybyn. wwhniwt nr 
Jntuwhuunniyetwt Ghpwtttpto: 

Ubhniptwt Gnpdwynhp 8whdtwpniipht wumuufuu- 
Qumniniyehit mpniigu puptuppwmyut Yuquuytpunytut 
Up opwghpp vaw4by: Opwugnny 8whidtwupiniipp yp pumyutup 
himbtibwy whdtpk. Lop. Uhhpwh fo. WuywyGtwh, dip. <wyy 
Gupmpttwt, Lip. U. Guqniytwt, tr wntimpwywtttp 
Snyhwuthtu fe-Ejpkybwt tb. Shqnwt Snhytwht: Ufpnijtwi 
Jwonpyn mupbywt hudwdnynnyft, np qnitiupnitgwur 
Ututsniukg Gwhwigh Niumpp punwph <wy Uwpmppnuwg 
ULtmupwtwutwt Gytntghht uly, 7 Snithu 1918-hht. 
wintp ttpyuywgnight fnttig w2afwmutpht wpnhoipp, np 
Uhwduytniptuuip poiynnitinitgur 10 Gybntghttpni ti 12 
wuLtimupwtwutwt Yanpntttpn ttpyuyugnighsttpni Ynnuk: 
1918-1921 wmwphttpn1t spwmghp-ywtnthwghpp bp fingtwywut 
4tip qmttjny U<UL-p wndwtwugpnitgur Uitphytwt 
Yunwywpniptwt vom npyku <mtpujyht Ownuyniptwt 
Coybpwygniyehirt: Wu wntsniptwip dtp. Gujwy6tbwt 
Up gnt. 

Ukhp hhitiightp <uy Whnupubsuluh Loy eoulgnyeprtiin 
ugh wyumtwunny nn vkhip vk&p udkynyg hngfnip yn hwianuyhtiip 
jek vin vupnfppnuugkuy hwy wqgn ywhnfp wypnkn fppk. wqq, 
fel wh wumniwoughl yuki Ynsnit up nibkp fpn wnwugpt 
Pnhumntiuy wqg ns vpuygh nuaubkynr pp Cpl psy Sin 8hunuy 
Ynkjny huwtnip w2juuphhp wngk. Lphumnuf munuyutph 
Juusp fr pzlnkh jowgn, wy fuk. Ownuykjn. Apple. gwhulhn 
phhumntkhulut pupnén punupulppeniyehut Ulknpduinn 
Unkiljph dnynnynipynttipnrh uko: Qiunh pugnpng £ np huy 
Ltnkghttpn. tinppulwh yupmulutnyepit En hug wqqn 
hurwmuppd wyuhky pnpunntbulwh ugu pupdn ynsnidhh: 
Ainkih hupl tr wthpwdkhzm Ep wikh qin{ ummupky vip 
wqquyfpl hnqkinn Yinwzhtiniyekwh qnnofpt: Ukip twki 
huutngnwo Ehiip jek huylhwlwut hupuquin ngfny mngnpniwod 
Wkmuputulut Gyinkght fpnkr hngkinn kt pupngwlwut 
qonwinn wqnwl un, Ywpnkinn ne Yhhuwluh nkp un nip 


Jumuplyfp ugqquywhyutiiuh tr wqquyfpl ykpw2hptinyetwut 
ud gnnopt ukg.4 

Utpeght muphttpnit, tut, tpyni pnp puyg whywuju 
Gnowhuypt poqtpwlgniyeprhttp hhvtnitigwh. Wrumpwuyhuyh 
(2001) Gt. Qutwmuyh (1984) <w) ULbmupwtsuyut 
Coytpwlgniyehitttpp: 

U<UL-p <uy Witbnwupwtwywt Upnyehiittpnit htm yp 
hpuumupwuyEn "Armenian American Outlook" uyjw2motwyetpyep, 
npnit ponhwunitkt typ uyuwd & hpwuwpwby pp Lpunn. 
pbppp AMAA News-p: 1996-Et f yin U_bunupwtswywtn 
Yp bpwmwpwk twtr Qhug Utp <wiwwgnpnp wiktoptuy 
hnqtinp funphpnwoniphrittpn. qnpnyyp np yp pwdtnih 
w2fuuiphh mwppip tpyhpttpnr uly: 


100 Swpniwy Ctdtnipwg Cow ytnpnniyepit 


Puptubpwywut Coytpmlgnitwt up hhvtwuypniehitp 
unught puyji Ep Gpywp poywgph up: Guquwuytpuniyehrtip 
Onp pypwyn_th wwmdéwnny Yuphp niotp opwqhpttpn., 
Yunnygh, qnponitniptwtg, juynwghpttpn, Gyudninh br 
WuUmuufuMtwumns wnwgtnpynh up: Gpypht mimtumltwo 
Ypawyp pun sEp: Gnimny whmh qup Witphyuyh mtmtumyut 
ubd wiYniip, np wipnng Gpyppp hhvtnyht gtigtg: “tp. 
Quyjwyétut fepnh (bp. Gnpp) <wy ULtmupwtiwwt 
Gybyntghh hnyfrh ywamohkt hhuduptiny WLhnwpwtyuywut 
Coytpwulgniyetwt qmnifup wagur bpp ULbmwpwths <n. 
ti GQnpounhp Lupmninup: Uwtujh thipwtwt huunyh 
wopuupwupniptut ywmeéwunny unpynitigun hpwudwuphy pn 
tnp uw2motkti: Puyg qunpwwiniyetwt vuntniws waqgh 
munuytuy piynpttpp, sunngmitgwmt: Wintg quimlttpnt 
puptpwpniehrtp tr niunitp 2zupnLtiwtip phptyntuy 
hhinwyottpnr uby yp vmuumutytp topwyuqi Coytpwulgni- 
jebwt woiyudttpp: 


Ouh fet plhkuh 
Wiinfplwjh uy 


Wikinupulbsulah 
Lihknulgnijtut 
unuohh 
Cufuumquhpn: 


<uqunwuy mimtumlwt pninp yndniwpniphitttpnt 
U<UCL-p qonpwinn fulutwmywuy dwpvht vp qnwgnig 
np Yp pwnywtwp ywmpwumniwd hnypittnkl, jwonnyn 
wuntimpwuywtottpe Ge wuwipm vmuinpwtwtttpk, npntp 
Ibnypt tnippniws Eht Coytpwygniptwt puptuppwywut 
fyunnuypt: Fotudwuyuy, Uupipth wnwyht 15 wohnudttpt 
Eht. 3nyghwbttu fe-hpbkbwt Gupauguh, Shqnwt Sntytutt 
Onfu Lufuuquh, 8nyhwuttitu 1. Uniziniwt Qwtdauuuwh, 
Gi funphpnumnittp Opn. 8upniyhrt Sumniptut, 
Utjpmnnt Pytumphnu, tp. Gupppk; Ykmpnutwt, Opn. 
dwhwt Quuwupttwt, dtp. Wonnwthy UW. Ntmhytwo, 
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Sopp. Unudl <b6pttut, dtp. <wyy Gupwmpdtwt, Unvibtwuy 
Uwhéniybtwt, Shqnwi Uwnpqhutwt, dtp. 3uynp U. 
Shihnytbwt, Gupwytun Oni2dwt tr Uhotwu Gwtiinwdtwit:> Wu 
vbouywpg whhwumbtpnot ypuy wibygwt niph? 15 whdétp ni wyu 
poinpp nbywuywpbght Ywqdwytpyniphrip wipnng pwnnpy 
nun up, ppbtg Guht dqbhjny nuytnkt puptubpniyetut himp up: 
ULtmupwtswywt Coytpwygniptwt wnwoht 
muptdnnnyht ubwugun Luypdnpthuyh <w) WLbmupwtwuywut 
Gytntghttpnr Upniyeprip’ Ynypy tnrppwuniniytuup up: Wu 
nhypp ngtinntg julwutwyuyotpp, npnop fawtyunfunniytunip 
puqiuugumytght hptbtg muptywt tnippumniniprtin 100% 
Upbstr 500%: Wu whdatnitp whinudttpp typ ohiywtwoh Guiphp 

Diwp, hpbig qnywolt mun’ yp qngtht whimétht pwgn: 
Gupniliullyh yugnny jefiny... 


Ywnnwuwugh Une 


Funtptuwu Sw, Uquun’ 


UquunntpGul uE9g, Uunnn’Ly 


QutkG wwh6bwe 


FOOTNOTES 


1. Leon Arpee, A History of Armenia Christianity, AMAA, 1946, 


p.270-271 


2. A. A. Bediklian, The Rise of the Evangelical Movement Among 


Armenians (Pamphlet) 

3. Gpnuulyn ¥. Ruunchp, Ritnulput Stunyapit sug 
Uihnuputulwtnyekut Quninyekuh Onwluhfiunyn 
Oflpkin ta Gykynyefprtititin (Qhpnye 2009) 

4. Shanutt &. Fopnphut, Quylakunkuh, Wjpniye 1950, £9 
211-212 

5. Ibid p.219 


Lin. 


niin. Fut 
Fuwbokut 
fufulpi 
fupfuuquhh 

E 2h pniyah 
Supluqhuh 
Suduyuupulip: 


duuligh ku udoye shu ukykn Wikinwpwulin: <nnu. 1. 16 


qqniphiutitpn wunnuniyebwt uke huigniwghiin ku 

wyt notkpp, npnbg jpanwynuh yewtpp y tpywph 

1535 nwphtkp: Upnwpti, 451 pnw ywukt h tp, 

Zuy dnyjnynipynp wowtg punhwiuniuh, wltiniptp 
Gi upwywd Yp jhawmwyE dwpmhpnuwgnitp Lupnwtwtg 
htpnuttpn1t tt wintg whwhdtwlwt qnhuptpniytuup dbnp 
pipniwd Wumniwdwuyw2mniyetwt wquunzyehi tip: 

«Tuut 8hunuh br Yuu Zwypbtibwg» unniwsd wy dwhw- 
uuulwpiunct p yip bek whtwpy Up kutkup Zwyng Vwiundnt- 
pbiwt Upuy, whup mbutbtp pk Zwhwnwy huyptuh hnnpt 
Upwy vip yuybywd hoiptihazhmtnitwt t. whywupiniptwti 
2nowtottpn.t tr hu tumwul pupquiwé Ge pinnit qunniyebttpn 
qnyniyetwi huyptih hnnkt htpn, Yuptyp & hwumuimty jet 
Witphyuyh Ubwugtuy Guhwiqttpnit ubs wuypnn wyuopniy 
<uwy quinniyep $b nvitgws fp tiwotp dupynuyht ppwurn oipttp 
tr Ypotw yw, jiqniw wt, vazwyniewyhh, momtumyut nr 
punwpultwt wquuniyehitttp yuyjbnn tiwt up: Guuyphtp 
ni Yp Yuybybop opttpttpn: uytwyhup ophttuy bt. 2tnphtu;, 
Upetnjnpi up, npni tuwtp sb Yuybpwd ndpufamwpun ns Uhyht 
Upbrbyph, ny Grpnuyjwyh be ns puy Unytinwywt <ujwumuith ve 
wuypny <wy dnnnynipnp: 

Gi umquyt... wiw 7: Uquumptwt wu umtidawpdawy 
Uptnnpunht uky wthuinwyku bt fulpnipt, nppw t hunw- 
muipp fumgws Gip Tuwpnwth tt hp puykpttpm uppwqutt 
nifunht: Unpn.yh hngtpwtnptulp pw” pwuh” wuguu- 
tbp wuop ubyjwsd Gup Lppumnnup utp Yewtpp Shp m Spyhsp 
uwiupy bt ywynwpwpky: Unpynryekwt pupnnyeht qipht 
nuntuyny, pth wiqull uusgwd bop punpunt; Wumniwduunip 
Utowupwitsp, yuofutuyny np utp gnouyqumht wks mupptp jaqni 
Up fuounnttpp fniwg punwpwyppye huvwpbtt vkq: 


Upwpwtntptwitt hi pki ywhws tt npwku pwdwinid- 
ukpm uppwhwp jupwlwin up bu pugwsd bup utp uhgki: Ups 
nuwtp wpwsd upuyt «wut 8huniuph»t wiimnwppipniptiwuup 
Up jpku Uunniwéiwywpgk. vip ptuptnipprtp Et wtE 
thjuwsd jEqnit tr upwhnjpp: Puy niphzttp tpwpwd «duu 
<ujpbtitug»ht, Y’nipwthwt pt wintg qninpqnipwmgws, 
tipuythuywo br wywhuywiws wqquypt pninp puppptpn 2onphph 
Go Wittiwluy <on Wunnidy), npnvt yuyby E Ownp tr Munnhpr: 

fewtdpwunpp bt. whwpyn hntpny wowstnpnniwsd 
tx uhtstt whpwttpp qhuniwd wwpuywywt dognn pwtrmyp 
Up nkl huywywgnyn Cwpjwt t. hp puytpttpp qhtn.ws Eht 
Uunbtndpspu hwtnky whfrwjm huvwmpny tt hwyptopph 
huvwp wipwpniwd whuywn ubpny: Utnhig whumtunly 
qnhwptpniyetuup tr qtipwqnyt fwhumuyniytuntp nuptpny 
qyuwhniwd vip wwuythwywt unipp dwnwiqniyhip, 
pwuquypniws Lppumnup wwymbyni wquumniyetut wyuulny, 
2npwyniwo hnqghttpni br umpyugws vhmptpn1 wquinugpiwi 
putuyht E: 

Uudkt wkuwy funpp nt omwmpwnin Ywo2ywinnrfutpk 
wquun Zw Lphunntbuyh thywpwghpp hupwqwumoptt gn- 
jwgtkpm huwp wpynko p tnpwtnp 8uqytpunttpm ywphpp 
niubtp u&p wihwiunwywit bt hwiwpwlwt ybwtppu ubo: 

Pwtwumbkydht gpsny 

«Huu 8huniup, wut Zwypktkwg, 

3unwe Twpnwth Zpwiwtp qnowg»p 

Ligh tr psp hulu E: 

CYyEp hkwtrptp Gwpnwiwig niyjhht tr puy kip wintg 
guithy ku: 

Glyn. 1985 
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* Glinphuljuynyokut updutip F Lapqu Sutiyughutfp ogin- 
Plitip tr tkpypnitp uyu qnnyatiuh wyuunpunnnyotut hurhupn: 


Utn. 3nffiwGG—ku UwndwqtiwG 


wpdtuy quipnit E, G. quptwt htwm’ Quumht: 

ONppwt qtntghy qniqunhyniepit t, tpp 

Ybpwybonwmtiniyepit tr YGutp witinnny quip- 

twit hin, &ppunnttyy w2fauphp wb hut- 
nhunzetwup Yp mot Lphumnuh hhwzunhuin tr yunyew- 
YQuwt 38upnyetwt Qumhyp: 

Oppw’t qkyntghy qmqunhynypepit bt, tpp Yepw- 
Ybtnutnyepit t. Ybwtp untmnn quptwt htw, 
Lphumnttwy w2fuuphp vwbd hwtinhuniyebuntp Yn motk 
Lppunnuh hhw2unhun tt. junpwlwt Supniyptut 
Quunpyp: 

Nppwut ézqnhn tr wtinht £, vip’ <uyjtpkt jiqniny, 
Lppunnuh junewyut jpupniyetwt wy nhypn Qumhly 
woiniwityp: Qumpy nipwifunyebwti mot yn tawhwt, 
buy 2phumnnuh whwyoyuy Ge jywnpwywh jwpniyepitn 
buyunygtu nipwhinyetwti who mot upt £ pnp 
hunuuugtwyftpnit huudwp: Ny dpwujt nipwfuniyetut 
wot up, uyp who Qurnpy up, fposyku undnpniyehrt 
En Utp sttnuwyuypp Ltuuawyh puppwnny, Otntinn 
Ynsh) «Aqmpy Qumhy», huy Swpnietwt motp «Uts 
Quunhl»: 

Lphumnuh hhw2uipwn 8wpnyehiip pulwuytu wbs 
Qumpy upt E hipwpwishin dgvuphm hwuwwmuwugbuyp 
huwwp, pwih np jwnpwywt jwpniytwt uyn nkupni, 
€2tuphm huwwmugbwuyn yp huiwmuy, jl vbnpp br 
Uwhp wupunitgwt tr Yawtpp jwnpwhwt nnipu thu, 
bp him pbtptyny Yawtph tr jurhmbouywt Yawtph wjn 
ub, GE wuypnyn dwpynt hudwp 2wm Ybtuutwt tony 
3N8UCL: 

Nuninietwi ptywgpht, Wumniwd pp untynowd 
Uwpyynyyehitp ninnbynr bt wnwetnpntynt huvup, gum 
jJwéwju fuouwd E wintg mupptp vhgngitpny mupptn 
wyuytwtttpn. mwy, uwhyuyi Wpwphsti wnwpwdpt 
huuwd vbowgqnyti Wtmhup Yupbtyh E tyuunty UEY2uyeh 
wununom, Shuniup qtptquutp uygkinn Yhttpnit’ 


hptamwu ht Ynndl tnwd uyy 
uwbo wituniup: 

«Up Ywfutup, puitigh qh- 
wt Yp thiinnEp wyt Shunzup, 
np fuwsnitgui: Wo hnu 5&, 
Uwutgh jwpniyehLt wnw»: 

Wu E vupntuypt wyunm- 
Unyetwt whowgqnyt Wtunpup: 
Otnitinh urtunhup ynumpdtuy 
Whuwunuinpnih Lphunnuh 
Jupnyyetut witmpund: 

«Wi  hnu 5b, 


Ywuquh 


Jupnippii = wn»: 
<pbzmudttpnit Ynnik tnwd wyu juymupwupniyprtn 
Yp thunnnih 8huniuh wnwphyniyetbwt quqwyehwykmnp, 


tr. <on WUumnidn) tbpywaqnpdoniptwh  dspwgpht 
Jujjewoiwyny wumtnifyp: Swpniyetwti uyu nkuypnp 
Up thumnfp dwpnhyuyph wwmdniyetwti wk tn 
wo yprtwnwpd up umbydonn jknurihniuuywt vbougnyt 
ntwpp: Lphumnuh hhw2unhwon jwpnietwt wyn nkupkt 
twp, huzwimugtwyftpnit hudwp yautpp top piwum 
Gr fKywmwy unugwi: Uwpnyuypt top sunpwohzttpnr 
ti Onp punwpwtnyeniyjetwt up hpvp npnitgu: 

Qumnhyktwnwg, b.dwohwiw ty fuusbyniyetott tmp, 
tLwuyw 8hun.uh qiptqumtht uc junn kb tmp, wbo 
tr Yumuptuy jotumhuunippit Gr jntuwfuwpniyehit 
Yp whp—p poop B8huntup huzwmwgnyttpnit pny. 
Jeengunyku winp w2whtpmttpp uvbo funiduyp 
duntiniwd, vwtwuiwtin fuustyiytwti wy whunqg 
wpuppet, jniuuwhum fpttg wmnittpp uvbyottgut: 
Wontg jntuwfuwpnipitip who Ep te whuinp: «Uttp Yp 
Jntuuyhtp np Wopyw Ep np Pupuykip whmh wqumtp»: 
UWtntp uquwt wyuyytbu wpuuwywyunnpy ppwpn: 

buy Qummpyko btwup Lphumnup jwyjewlwt 
Jupnipbtith twp, Spuntup juymtnifjp qbkptquwtn 
uygtijnn Ypttpnt tr fp woawhtpmttpnit, uto 
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j&nuzponit Up umtndtg: dufuynn ti funidunyh 
vunntiniwd wyn w2wytpmttpp, unipp <nghkt jagniwd 
tr btpztsnimo nupdawt Lphmnup fywynyn wanhiunptyh 
jJGnuiubnfaututttp. ny vey gqhtmonpwhwt nd tb 
Yuu punwpuyut opktp Yngur Yuutgtit; qutntp: 
Sunpnietwut jnjup quintp jignigwo En whipwguimpbyp 


tpwtnn Gr fuhqujuniptudp: UWtntp wyfuuphh 
wunquuitght. «Utop Yn puwpnqtktp fuustuy, br 
Juipnighwy) Lphunnup»: 


Lppunnup hnuzunhwn bt jwyewhywt jwpni- 
but ptpwdo uvbowqnt ophtniyehitp, ton tt 
®P4GuUruUr 3N3BUP up ophtnyehitt Ep pninp fptt 
huwummugnyttpnit huwwnp: Unie tb. ubnuinn uyu 
w2fuuphh wuupnyniyetup tnp br ub jynjuh Up wpzuynjub 
En np Yp pwgnitp jwpniyttitti typ: <wiwmugbuyp 
uuu wuyphy, Yawotph® tr jurhwttwywt Yowtph ujn 
ubO jnyund. 

Whu uyu 42uupmnibtitt tr hunwimpkt ubyobjny, 
Unwptwyp Wnuk. «dwutgh jnjuny tapynttigwip»: 

Lphpunnup jwynpewywh jwpnpfptp jnup 
jwiwimbunitwt wd wyphin £, wEmp EF huwumuy br 
jugnih, wy yoyuny, npwlugh Ywptyh pywy punwpwp 
Pupnwyut Yonny niotowy n. yYawtph witht mtuwhh 
nudwit ni ndfubl ywmuhwupttpnst Gr ip~nndawtpthtpnh 
Juanyewhuinty: 

<unumw, Lphumnup jwnpwlwt jwpniyetwt bt 
wuyyphy un hwiwmpkt pluwd jnuny. wyu EF ubowqnyt 
Qwphpp pninp dwdwtwuyotpni ukbs wuypny pnynp duipnng: 

«dwutgh jnyuny tppynttguitp»: 

Opput Yuptinn E wtypwnuntu wu 
€ztwupmniptut wtp wqquyht wyuminiyetwt Gudpny: 
Luh, pwhf whqulttp wwuinyptwh purwjnn 
wouhittpp tpnndtght vig pntoig muy &quity Gr nybyugtty, 
uuyuyt ywonntigut: Utp huyptpnit 2phmntkuyut 
huumplt pfuwd wuypbynr wyn wb jnjut Ep np qutintp 
ippytg: Onpwt whttpb. fyuynypit — Uto Gytntp. 
Gpnp waqqnypt Ynpunikynt ynwtight boyewpyniwsd thtp, 
Lphuunuh jwpnyetokt phd wuypbynr wy wto jnyut Ep 
np nmnph huttg wtq fujbwyotnu, Gr gnimny Yngwtp utp 
UEpptpp uyhugthty, t. topkt tupuwbtdabyp wqq nuntuy: 
Snyup tng vkaq...: 

«dwutgh jnyuny tppynittguitip»: 

Wuon nupdatuy vbd tt owtp mugtiwuh uty tbup 
npwytu wqq: Utp huyptthpht uty mppny poytpuyht, 
mtintuwmdut t. punupwutwt mugtiwuttpn phyauo 
Go utp dnynyninyp, jek pwpnjywuytu tr pt’ bpqhpwytu: 
Ungwjuh uty muphttpE f dbp tpywpwagninn nr 
vuztginyn wyumtpuqun, on ginbyny utp wuuybowmyut 
hnnp wtp dbnpki ful. p2ztwudhph whwpnup b&b 
woitupnyuyht Yyuypugniyepttttpp, vbp pwywnpp br 
woutyndwpmpyotpnrt tuhumudniyehitp, tb uyupnynppt 
nhtwg who wbmnyepLtttpn. wimupptpnipiin, utq 
tpptvt jnvuwfuupniyetut te poypynith Yp mwtht: 


Wu pninpht nhtwg, Gr uyu pnynppt Yuptowy mnyuyn 
ti jumpwhupbty. huuwp, qumyniuwy tpnpdwnniyehit 
up wimp — vtgh. tnp jnjuh mot up sptypybyn. hutun: 
Guuph Gr pupnwtwt top Ynpnyny vp jbgnibyn 
huwwp wtpntoiwywt jn up whnp & vbgh Ywnbtiw;, 
huwvptptyn, mn guy Gr utyp qnhwptpniyhit jwtat 
wnttin. hudwp: Ttpguuyku, nupdtuy, wkmnp nitiptp 
Lphuuntbuywt huiwimpkt phunn tt viq qombuytnny 
uyn ubd jnjupt: hosyku Unwptwyp yp jwywmwnwpt 
«B8njuny Yn wwpdptp... tbynnyehrottpn. uty yn 
uwnohtp... 

«Hwutgh ghwnttp jet ttnniyehitp hwptpniypit 
Yp qnnot, huvptpniyehitp t~npdunniyepih, tr tpnpau- 
pnzepiip jnju, Gr ynyup wuloyeny sh dqtip»: <nnyw. 5:3-5 

bos np wy Ynputgtttp thiewywt qhwnth ypuy, wyu 
Ybwtph ubs nnpwt wy Swoin qnywhpttpni boywpynihtp, 
muyurpa uyn poinpp uytpwt ubo Ynpnium up sth, 
nppwt tpp yp Ynnubgtttp wupty G vwpwntyn 
uyi jnjup, np vGqh Yp hwuth Lphumnup jwypwyut 
Jupnietut Ypuy Gnwd huwimph duudpnu: 

UWuop, witt dwiwtwyE wrtyp, pyw) huypbthptt 
ttpu, pywy) wpmuuuhiutp vey, huwptpbyn, wnyuynr 
ti qnhwptpbtyn wykmp nitptp, ybmp nvthtp pupnwyut 
nidh wyphiph up Guptbtwy, nptwgqnwebynt G mnyuynt 
mugiuyujp uu Gqiudiht: Uu pnnpht hutup 
wkup niiptp Lppumnuh junewlwt jwpniyetuup vigh 
Yuutniwd uy who Gt nidty jnjuht, npuyk_ugh Yuptyh 
py JUnewhuinh] wtp qnyniyetwt uywntugny wyu ubo 
muqiuuyp: 

Wu fptwumnd &G hunwmpny uvhujyt Lppmnuh 
Jupniphiip wtigh wkd Quimhy up, ubo onhtniyepit up 
Yptuy pywy: 


_ 


aa 


Lnhuunnu 3wntu h Utnbing, 
Onhutwy E 8wpntehLtup Lnhuunnuf 
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Book Review 


Armenian Missionary Association of America 1918-2018 
A Legacy of Love, Faith and Service 


Editor's Note: To memorialize AMAA’s century old legacy of faith, love and service, 
the AMAA compiled, edited and published an impressive pictorial and historic publication 
we called "The Centennial Book." 

Design and production by Yearbook, Inc., Glendale, California. 

Cover: Soft Cover 

Cover Color: Full color + Spot UV 

Size: 7.25 x 11 

Perfect bound 


In 114 pages, the content of The Centennial Book is divided into three parts: 
e A bilingual history of the AMAA 
e 33 (34 in the second printing) salutations from dignitaries, sister non-profits, partners 
and colleagues 
e AMAA services and programs. 


This, hard to be missed Centennial Book, is currently offered to all participants of the AMAA’s worldwide celebration 
banquets which will culminate with the October 2018 event in Los Angeles, California. The Centennial Book will then 
be available from the AMAA Bookstore. 


By Rev. Peter Doghramji, Ph.D., Former Executive Director, AMAA 


deep breath, pause a little, and look back at all those tumultuous years God has led us from our "Egypt" of slavery and 

Genocide to the land of promise and hope. As we celebrate the Centennial of our beloved Association, we praise God 
for His faithfulness and mercy in giving life to the seeds that had been planted among "thorns," in the middle of the 19th 
century in the Ottoman Empire. 

The story of the Armenian Missionary Association of America (AMAA) has been brilliantly narrated in the Centennial 
Book. It is the story of exceptionally gifted leaders and their associates, who "wiped the tears" from the eyes of a bereaved 
nation, and proclaimed, by word and deed, the Good News of Jesus Christ, who had Himself suffered pain and death. The 
AMAA rebuilt the churches and schools, provided food and relief, helped in the training of leaders and professionals, and 
reestablished the human ties among the Armenian communities regardless of religious or political affiliation. 

The Centennial Book is a must in every Armenian home. It is a picturesque exposition of our story in the last 100 
years. It portrays the four letters in its acronym, A-M-A-A. The first letter "A" asserts our Armenian identity. Armenians, 
ever since the early fourth century A.D., have been a living witness to their unshakable faith in Christ. Neither peril nor 
sword, neither hunger nor destitution, have been able to separate us from God. The AMAA has served as the "glue" that 
has made this bonding possible. 

The second letter, "M," has two components: one is its "apostolicity." The term "apostolic" means "sent" ona mission. 
Second, the Armenian Evangelical Church was born in the Apostolic Church. It was not the missionaries who "birthed" us, 
but the "Mother Church." In a real sense, the AMAA, as the child of the Armenian Evangelical Church, is the witness to the 
apostolicity of all Armenian Christians. 

The third is "A," Association. The AMAA is not a church, nor a club, nor a bank. It is an "association" of those who 
have the common goal of uplifting the spiritual life and well-being of the Armenian nation, both in the Armenian Homeland 
and in the Diaspora, and even those non-Armenian "odars" whom Jesus identified Himself with ("I was a stranger..."). 

The fourth is another "A" that is not forgotten by the AMAA: it is America. The AMAA is an Armenian Association, 
born and raised in America. That includes American churches and missionary organizations who attended our birth and helped 
us in our growth and development. The Armenian Evangelical Church was in partnership with the AMAA in reestablishing 
educational institutions such as Aleppo College and the Near East School of Theology. We owe them, especially the Near 
East Mission of the Congregational Churches, a special word of gratitude. They are part of our story. 

This then is a brief summary of the AMAA, elaborately illustrated in the Centennial Book. | ama child of the AMAA. 
So is my wife Marie. We join all the anniversary celebrants in thanking God for this special gift we lovingly call our A-M-A-A. 


’ t happens once in a hundred years, more than a lifetime. But when it does, all of us in the AMAA community take a 
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Bookstore 


BOOKS 


THE ARMENIAN ANSWER TO THE ARMENIAN QUESTION, by 
Richard Melikian, This book is not about the past. It is about the 
future, PD #CO8SDS vs nsncei criti deniasdetietanwiieeniienieet $12.00 


ARMENIAN CHRISTIANITY - THE FAITH OF A NATION, by Rev. 
Dr. Aharon Sapsezian, A historical look at Christianity in the 
Armenian culture. pb #252 ........cccccccececcceeeeeeeeteeeeeeeeeeeeeee $10.00 


ARMENIAN EVANGELICALS’ CHALLENGE TO RELIGIOUS Ex- 
TREMISM: The Growing Influence of Fundamentalism in 
Armenian Evangelical Churches. by Dr. Arthur Salibian. pb 
FESO Ada cahechaah piseace dace seoetteannanlecoceah sietaeudacearsesvanantveraasuee leg $8.00 


ARMENIAN EVANGELICAL MOVEMENT - HISTORY, FAITH AND 
Mission, by Rev. Barkev N. Darakjian, The book consists 
of two parts: Armenian Evangelical Movement and General 
Articles. 249 pp, pb #341 


THE ARMENIAN EVANGELICAL WORLD COUNCIL, by Rev. 
Dr. Vahan Tootikian. A Bilingual Book, is the History of the 
Armenian Evangelical World Council from its inception in 
1978 through 2014. pp. 397, hc #CO356.............00 $35.00 


ARMENIAN NEEDLELACE & EMBROIDERY, by Alice Odian Kas- 
parian, A photographic collection of more than 100 priceless 
specimens (a third in color), 127 pp, hc #120 ................ $15.00 


THE BENEFITS & CONTRIBUTIONS OF THE ARMENIAN EVANGEL- 
ICAL CHURCH TO THE ARMENIAN NATION, by Rev. Dr. Vahan 
Tootikian, NC #295......ccccccccccsseeeecccecceeeeeeecceseesseeeeeeesssseenens $20.00 


BLESSINGS IN BITTER Cups, by Rev. Dr. Giragos Chopourian. 
A_ triumphant story of a small clan of successful working 
class Armenians living in Turkey just prior to World War I. 
NG AS O5 ase cch ies suanancedezendeaadidsnessanedied pananeaasancauneveey $20.00 


A BRIEF HISTORY OF ARMENIA, by Rev. Sarkis Papajian, 134 
DD, PD FLAG ie. ccckeev Sieh eel es SL dias nels $5.00 


CLAWS OF THE CRAB: GEORGIA AND ARMENIA IN CRISIS, by 
Stephen Brook, 354 pp, NC #237........cccccecesseeeeeeseeees $25.00 


ESCAPE TO MUSA DAGH OR THE BANISHMENT OF ZEITOUN AND 
SUEDIA’s REVOLT, by Rev. D. Antreassian, 74 pp, pb #259 ....$7.00 


THE MARTYRED ARMENIAN WRITERS 1915-1922: AN ANTHO- 
LoGy, By Herand M. Markarian. 250 pp, pb #362C....... $20.00 


MusA DAGH GIRL by Virginia Apelian, Daughter of Armenian 
Genocide Survivors, tells of her loving upbringing against a 
dark historical background. 548 pp, #501CO............... $30.00 


IN OTHER Worps, by Rev. Dr. Peter Doghramji. A variety of 
Selected SErMONS. #310 ..........ccsscssssscceceeessssssseeeeeeeesseeeaes $20.00 


SHOWERS OF GRACE, by Arousiag Tovmassian Missirlian. A 
Memoir of God’s abundant blessings throughout a lifetime of 
Christian S@rviC@. #346 ........ccccccccceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeteneeeeeetaees $20.00 


TORN BETWEEN TWO LANDS, by Robert Mirak, Armenians 
in America 1890 to World War I. A comprehensive study of 
the Armenian community in America. #121............. $25.00 


THE TREATMENT OF ARMENIANS IN THE OTTOMAN 
EMPIRE 1915-1916, By Viscount Bryce. Documents presented 
to Viscount Grey of Fallodon Secretary of State for Foreign 
Alfalr$: DGHIAT  oicdsdeizictenlawiekiniteltaetiiech nies $23.00 


2£U36PRU &PPeLEP 


Uyu SniGp An*iyn & ek Pdu - 2tnhGwy* QuckG lewétuG 
= NifunwgGugnipeh.G nkyh UptrinmbuG QwywunwG, Up- 
tihypw te GnumnwGnGonrynypu - 2bnpGwyhG opwgqpnietbuG 


EoGpkG winGniwd - #352... cecceceecseeeeeeeeeeeeees $35.00 
UnpeGgnip VEpupnhn AuGninn UnuwoeGnpnp - StnhpGuty* 
WhfpwG GhqdkétwG - UsnugGnpn Yul — niunighy 
wwunpwuunkint nwupGywgp - #323............cc ee $10.00 


4uyky U.nwohG GuywpwG - 26nhpGwy* QuikG tewG6tuG - 
UwGyniyepiG niGkgnn wmqjn Up ynigtpp - #351....... $25.00 


Uhpny OpkGpp - SwuGwpwGtwy QuunippwGGtpp Ge SEpni- 
GuywG Unoppn - 2tnhGul) Utp. VowG QuquybwG ti dbp. 


nyu. Opyepp Snnpwwd6p - #330... eee ceseeeseeeee eee $5.00 
nun QuuwuGGywG SniGp - UGugnpnwgh SniG %wpép Quudini- 
eG up - 2tnpGuly’ 2pwGn GpiqkibuG - #329............. $20.00 


UWpewGku BAG. GqGwuybuG be GnoGurhnfuniyefprGp Pupbyup- 
qnyefiG sk - StnhGuly’ GaniwGn PRwuniGp - #331.....$20.00 


ARMENIAN BIBLES -U.USNhUoUCnhv26Pr 


ARMENIAN REFERENCE BIBLE - hc black - large - #502 ....$25.00 


pb white - large #503 oe eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeteeeeteeeeeees $20.00 
Leather bound black - large #504...........: eset $30.00 
Leather bound white - large #505 .........cccceeeeeseeeees $30.00 
EASTERN ARMENIAN BIBLE - hc black - #506 ........... $25.00 


#507 


Book Order Form 


Please forward Book(s) {List by catalogue Item No.(s)} 


Item # For a total of $ plus 


$ for postage and handling. 


In the U.S. add US$5.00 for first copy and US$2.00 for each 
additional book. For Canada and international orders, please call 
or e-mail AMAA for shipping and handling charges before you 
send in your order - (order books by Item numbers). 


Name: 


Address: 


E-mail: 


Tel: 


Enclosed is my check for $ 


Make checks payable to Armenian Missionary Association of America in 

U.S. dollars and mail to AMAA, 31 West Century Road, Paramus, NJ 

07652. To purchase with a credit/debit card, please call the AMAA office at 
201.265.2607 or visit our website www.amaa.org 


For a complete listing of our Bookstore items, please contact AMAA 
Bookstore: 201.265.2607, or visit www.amaa.org/bookstore 
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Featured Books 


A Century of Armenian 
Protestantism 1846-1946 
(Second Printing) 

The author recounts the 
history of the Armenian 
Evangelical movement 
from its beginning to 1946. 


Item # 365 - Price: $20.00 


Reclaiming Konia 

A tale of love, loss and the 
Armenian Genocide — based 
on the true story of Melkon 
Jenanyan. 

By Heather Ruth Martin 
Item # 376CO - Price: $14.99 


The Youth Home of 
Istanbul: A Story of the 
Remnants' Homecoming. 
By Hrant Guzelian 


Item # 357- Price: $20.00 


oy Exploring Our Faith: 
tray /n the Words of the 


By Rev. Dr. Peter 
| Doghranjji 
Item # 358 - Price: $10.00 


Cunnhw&wyn_eGudp Unwgwup 


Received With Thanks 


¥ | |Item # 349 - Price: $75.00 


| the Educational Institutions 
_ Sponsored by the American 
Board in Turkey, 1830-2005 
_ by Frank A. Stone 


_ itive and negative encounters 
| and considers their impact on 
_ his life and ministry. 

"o> by Rev. Dr. Vartkess 

See) Kassouni 

' Item #381 - Price: $15.00 


A History of Armenian 
Christianity (Second 
printing) 

A fairly objective overview 
of the Christian pilgrimage 
of the Armenian people 
throughout the centuries. 
by Leon Arpee 

Item # 366 - Price: $30.00 


The Hymnal (Hokevor 
Yerkaran) 

Zngtinp Gpqupwt 
Bilingual Hymns 

Item # 353 - Price: $30.00 


I Shall Not Die 

A Tribute to the 
Faithfulness of God. The 
personal accounts of Rev. 
Sarian’s survival story during 
the Armenian Genocide. 

By Rev. Nerses Sarian 

| Edited by Eric W. Gosden 
' Item # 347 - Price: $12.00 


The Armenian Genocide 
Evidence from the German 
Foreign Office Archives, 
1915-1916 

Compiled and edited by 
Wolfgang Gust 


I SHALL 
NOT DIE 


The Thirsty Enemy 

- A Memoir 

Dr. Markarian’s (founding 
President of Haigazian 
University) and his wife’s ad- 
venturous living in Lebanon 
during the Civil War Years. 
Rev. Dr. John Markarian 
Item # 335 - Price: $15.00 


Academies for Anatolia 
A Study of the Rationale, 
Program, and Impact of 


Item # 325 - Price $39.99 


Points of Life 
The story of a thoughtful Pas- 
tor who experiences life’s pos- 


The Recipes of Musa Dagh 
An Armenian Cookbook in 
a Dialect of its Own 

by Alberta, Anna and 
Louisa Magzanian 

Item # 364CO - Price: $19.50 


Available from AMAA Bookstore 

Armenian English diglot New Testaments Published by the American Bible Society - in western 
Armenian and Today's English Version. The book is light to carry and comes in two colors, 
burgundy or blue. With every purchase, US $1 will be donated to AMAA's "SHOGH" Community 
based educational Day Centers in Armenia and Artsakh. To order your copy please fill out the 
Book Order Form on page 33. Price $15.00 plus shipping and handling. Item # 508. 
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The AMAA acknowledges with gratitude receipt of the following new bilingual publication 


Questions and Answers - 2wpgntuutp GL Mwiunwufuwuutn by Rev. Dr. Vahan H. Tootikian 
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TOUR SCHEDULE 


° YEREVAN CITY TOUR AND MAJOR HISTORICAL SITES IN THE HOMELAND 

¢ CELEBRATION OF THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY OF AMAA IN THE OPERA HOUSE 
¢ DEDICATION OF GYUMRI CHURCH AND CENTER 

¢ AMAA CENTENNIAL BANQUET 

® OPTIONAL: TWO NIGHTS IN ARTSAKH VISITING MAJOR HISTORICAL SITES 


FOR RESERVATIONS OR MORE INFORMATION CALL AMAA AT 201.265.2608 OR EMAIL: INFO@AMAA.ORG 


IN MEMORIAM: Rev. Billy Graham 


"My home is in heaven I’m just traveling through this world." Rev. Billy Graham 


p 


raise the Lord for the life of a humble ser- 
vant of God who touched the lives of mil- 


. lions in his lifetime and led them to the Savior. 


Today, we remember and celebrate the life 


of Rev. Billy Graham. Regarded as the most in- 
fluential preacher of the 20th century, he car- 
ried the Gospel to every corner of this world. 
We remain grateful for his life here on Earth. 


"May his memory inspire Christians 


around the world to fire up their faith, follow 
the lead of the Great Preacher, take the Good 
News to the ends of the world and bring the 
human race closer to the Creator." - Zaven Khanjian, AMAA Executive Director/CEO. 
The AMAA extends condolences to the entire Graham family, AMAA Centennial 
Honorary Committee Member Rev. Franklin Graham, The Billy Graham Evangelistic 
Association, and Samaritan’s Purse for their loss. 


Grace G. Avazian 

Grace G. Avazian 
passed away peacefully 
on the morning of Feb- 
ruary 12, 2018 in Los 
Angeles, CA, just a few 
days shy of her 86th 
birthday after a long ill- 
ness. 

Grace was born on 
February 16, 1932 in Malden, MA to Jack 
and Alice Erysian who were immigrants from 
greater Armenia and part of the Armenian Di- 
aspora that settled in the United States in the 
early 1900s. Grace spent her formative years 
growing up in the Armenian-American com- 
munity of Fresno, CA after moving there in the 
late 1930s with her parents and four siblings. 

After graduating from Fresno High in 
1950, she married the late Rev. Dr. Paul G. 
Avazian of Los Angeles. Following a brief 
stint teaching in Beirut, Lebanon, Grace and 
her husband moved to Kingsburg, CA where 
her husband pastored the Presbyterian Church 
and their first son was born. The family even- 
tually settled back in Los Angeles, CA to 
continue her husband’s ministry. Grace was 
a devoted pastor’s wife, church member and 
avid supporter of initially the Gethsemane 
and Masis Churches of Los Angeles, eventu- 
ally becoming a dynamic figure at the United 
Armenian Congregational Church (UACC) of 
Hollywood, a church formed by the merging 
of several churches under her husband’s guid- 
ance. There she led Sunday School classes, 
Ladies’ Groups, the Missions Committee, and 
her beloved Church Annual Banquet, while 
also serving as Wedding Coordinator. She was 


affectionately known to everyone at church 
as "Auntie Gracie" and she truly relished and 
enjoyed her role there, as she was most at home 
while serving the church and its community. 

When the untimely death of her spouse 
left her as a widowed mother to three teen- 
age children, Grace let the strength of God 
guide her in her faith and actions and never 
wavered in her commitment to church, family 
and friends. She could always be counted on 
to give her support to any effort that needed 
attention at UACC. Her zest for life, hard work, 
and deep faith were and will continue to be an 
example and legacy for many others to follow. 

Grace is survived by her three children, 
Timothy P. Avazian and his wife Karyn, 
Thomas D. Avazian and his wife Alessandra 
and Terrell Avazian Perfitt and her husband 
John, as well as nine beautiful grandchildren. 

A memorial service at the United Ar- 
menian Congregational Church was held on 
Saturday, February 24, 2018. Donations may 
be made in her honor to the United Armenian 
Congregational Church that she so cherished 
and loved. UO 
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A past AMAA Field Director and renowned 
scientist, Dr. Kenell Touryan’s encounter with 
Rev. Billy Graham in 1975. 


Arpine Aynilian 

Arpine Aynilian, a 
long time and generous 
supporter of the AMAA, 
passed away on February 
10, 2018 in Fort Lee, NJ. 
She was 98. 

Born in Lebanon 
and raised in Paris, 
France, she immigrated 
with her family to New York City. While living 
there, she completed her high school education 
and pursued her love of music at Julliard School 
of Music while also taking classes at Columbia 
University. 

She met and married her husband, the 
late Nerses Y. Aynilian in 1948. They had four 
children who they raised in Tenafly, NJ and were 
later blessed with twelve grandchildren and five 
great grandchildren. 

Arpine was an active member of the Arme- 
nian Evangelical Church of New York and later 
the Armenian Presbyterian Church of Paramus, 
NJ. She worked tirelessly for and supported 
many churches and organizations including the 
AMAA and the AEUNA, as well as the Daugh- 
ters of Vartan throughout her long life. 

Through a generous donation to the 
AMAA by Nerses and Arpine, the AMAA’s 
Health Center in Yerevan became a reality. 
The donation was made in 1999 in memory of 
Nerses’ parents Yousef and Beatrice Aynilian. 

A memorial service was held February 
13, 2018 at the Armenian Presbyterian Church 
in Paramus. The family asks that donations be 
made in her memory to the Armenian Presby- 
terian Church or the AMAA’s Aynilian Endow- 
ment Fund. 0 
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Gail and Melvin Bilezerian 


Gail Bilezerian, 77, and Melvin E. 
Bilezerian, 78, of North Smithfield, RI passed 
away peacefully, Gail on January 11, 2018 and 
Mel on February 17, 2018 after brief illnesses. 
They were married 54 years. 

Born in Providence, RI and raised in 
Cranston, RI, Gail was the daughter of Apkar 
Albert "Bart" and Sally Azarigian Bartigian 
and was a graduate of Classical High School 
and the University of Rhode Island. Son 
of Seth and Sarah Najarian Bilezerian, Mel 
was born in Worcester, MA and raised in 
Providence, RI. Both Gail and Mel dedicated 
their lives to family, church and the greater 
community. 

Gail taught at St. Mark's Nursery School 
in Woonsocket, was a social worker for the RI 
Department of Children, Youth & Families, 
and worked at the RI Department of Human 
Services' General Public Assistance Program. 
She was a dedicated servant of the Armenian 
Evangelical Church where she was the church 
organist for over 50 years and volunteered in 
various other capacities, including Clerk and 
Chair of the Board. Committed to the Arme- 
nian and greater community, Gail served on the 
Board of the Armenian Historical Association 
of Rhode Island and participated in organizing 
class reunions for Classical High School. 

A graduate of Hope High School and 
the Wentworth Institute of Technology, Mel 
served in the Air National Guard and worked 
in various sales capacities at Amperex 
Electronics, Fairchild Semiconductor and 
National Semiconductor. He also served 
as a Deacon and former Board member of 
the Armenian Evangelical Church. An avid 
gardener, Mel was a member of the University 
of Rhode Island Master Gardeners Association 
and acted as the Project Coordinator for the 
Garden of Heroes Memorial located on the 
southwest lawn of the State House. He also 
volunteered as a member of the Town of North 
Smithfield Personnel Board and as an advisory 
member of the City of Providence Capital 
Center Commission. 

Gail and Mel took pride in their immediate 
and extended families and found tremendous 
joy in their grandchildren. Gail met everyone 
with a smile and kind words and Mel greeted 
both friends and strangers with charm and 
charisma. 


They are survived by son Craig of 
Rancho Palos Verdes, CA; son and daughter- 
in-law, Keith and Karyn of Wrentham, MA; 
and grandsons Kyle and Karson. Gail also 
leaves behind her sister Mary-Ann Jordan and 
husband Barry of Exeter, and Pam Fortune and 
husband Joe of Port Richey, FL. Mel is also 
survived by his brother Gary of Cranston, RI. 
Separate memorial services were held in 
January and February in Cranston. UO 


Greg Hakimian 

Krikor (Greg) Ha- 
kimian passed away on 
February 15, 2018 in 
Pasadena, CA at the age 
of 82. 

Born on July 10, 
1935 in Kessab, Syria 
as Soghomon Apelian 
to Hagop and Mari 
Apelian, he was the fourth of six children. 

He began school in Kessab and later 
attended American Academy in Larnaca, 
Cypress, as well as schools in Latakia 
and Aleppo. He taught for a short time in 
Kessab. 

Greg left for Lebanon at the age of 18 
where he taught mathematics and took the 
name Krikor Hakimian. From Lebanon he 
went to France, and eventually arrived in the 
United States in 1961. Greg attended Whittier 
College where he met his wife Pat and they 
were married in 1961. They settled in Whittier, 
and had two children, Rebecca and Karl. Greg 
transferred to Long Beach State in 1963, 
became a US citizen, and graduated in 1965 
with a BS in Civil Engineering. He worked 
for the Los Angeles County Road Department 
from 1965-78. 

Greg started Hakimian Engineering in 
1979. After the 1994 Northridge Earthquake, 
his earthquake expertise was sought to help 
rebuild damaged structures. He gained 
the reputation as an expert in the field of 
Geotechnical Engineering. Over the years, 
Greg was involved in several Engineering 
societies and other clubs. After he retired 
from Hakimian Engineering in 2004, 
he remained a freelance Geotechnical 
Consultant. 

Greg joined United Armenian Congrega- 
tional Church in 1967 where he was very active 
for many years. In 1969, along with his cousin 
Gabriel Injejikian and other Kessab relatives, 
he helped found Camp Kessab, which had its 
first summer session in 1970. Greg started as 
Camp Manager and later became Camp Direc- 
tor, earning him the name Captain Kessab. 

Greg was also instrumental in the birth 
of Camp AREV. In an essay titled "The Birth 
of Camp AREY," he wrote, "Camp Kessab 


was for all Armenian children regardless of 
their political or religious backgrounds. The 
campers were happy and learned Armenian 
songs and dances, (but) one thing was missing, 
it was not a Bible-centered camp." He was on 
the Camp AREV Committee for many years 
and served a term as the Treasurer of the 
AEUNA. 

Greg was a generous man and helped 
many people. Following the 1988 earthquake 
in Spitak, Armenia, Greg started traveling back 
and forth to Armenia offering his Geotechnical 
Engineering expertise. 

After Greg’s divorce in 1996 he married 
Seta Libaridian in 2004. Following his first 
stroke in 2011, he and Seta moved to Pasadena 
where he enjoyed his remaining years. He was 
always smiling and joking, up to his last days. 
Greg is survived by his wife Seta, his sister 
Araxi, brother Zeron, two children Rebecca 
and Karl, two step-children Ojig and Barrett, 
twelve grandchildren, one great-grandson, and 
several nieces and nephews. O) 


Sebouh Zeron Kizirian 
Sebouh Zeron 
Kizirian was born on 
July 30, 1947 in Sidon, 
Lebanon. Sebouh, 
who had five older 
siblings Serop, Arpine, 
Avetis, Parandzem, 
and Samuel, attended 
the local American 
elementary school before moving on to the 
Armenian Evangelical School in Anjar. 
He studied Business Administration at the 
American University of Beirut, graduating 
in 1970. Initially, Sebouh began working in 
Beirut but moved to Dhahran, Saudi Arabia, 
as a result of the Lebanese Civil War. In 
Dhahran, Sebouh found professional success 
working in his chosen field of construction. 

In May 1981, Sebouh married Edma 
Sarkis in Geneva, Switzerland and had a 
happy 36-year long marriage. They had two 
children, daughter Taline and son Armand. He 
was able to permanently move to the United 
States in 1984 and spent the rest of his life in 
Los Angeles. 

Sebouh’s entire world were his children, 
grandchildren, and his wife. His time with 
them was pure joy. Nothing gave him more 
satisfaction than being able to be there for his 
loved ones in every way a father and husband 
could. Sebouh was the true definition of a 
family man and a "hero of giving," as his 
eldest brother Serop called him. He simply 
gave all of himself to his family, and was their 
greatest protector, defender, and rescuer. 

In the last several years of his life, 
because of Skype and Facetime, Sebouh was 
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also able to easily and regularly talk to his 
family. This brought him great joy. Because 
of these new technologies, Sebouh and his 
family back home were not only able to speak 
to each other, but actually see each other too. 
This brought him great happiness, almost as if 
they lived near each other once again. Sebouh 
moved to Los Angeles for the sake of his wife, 
his daughter, and his son, to secure a better life 
for them. But he always missed Lebanon and 
all his siblings who were still there. 

Sebouh was particularly close to his 
brother Serop. When Sebouh’s father passed 
away while he was still quite young, Serop 
took him under his wing. Serop guided 
Sebouh through his teenage years and ensured 
that he was the first from his family to graduate 
from college. Sebouh never forgot the 
generosity that Serop showed him and would 
always miss him tremendously. 

On December 5, 2017, Sebouh left this 
world. His life was full, but it was not yet 
complete. He was happy and healthy and 
still had so much to live for. He will be 
remembered as the great father, grandfather, 
husband, brother, uncle, great-uncle, and 
friend that he was. His family will honor his 
gifts of giving and his devotion to family. 
They will treasure his laughter, his warmth, 
and protection. They will remember him as 
a smiling, happy, and honorable man. 

Sebouh is survived by his wife Edma, 
daughter Taline, son Armand, grandson 
Charles, and granddaughter Julia. May God 
bless his soul, and may he rest in peace. O 


Paul Kullukian 

Paul Kullukian 
of Hillsborough, CA, 
passed away on Wednes- 
day, January 17, 2018 
surrounded by his loved 
ones. His incredible life 
was a testament to his 
enduring faith, his love 
of laughter, his true grit 
and resolute will. His life embodies the Ameri- 
can success story. 

Paul was born in Marash, Turkey on No- 
vember 17, 1922 to survivors of the Armenian 
Genocide who had each lost their spouses and 
almost all their children during that terrible 
time. He was raised in a refugee camp in Da- 
mascus, Syria and had to work from an early 
age. At 17, he set out on his own and had many 
jobs including making slippers and working 
at French and English military bases during 
WwiL. 

In 1952, Paul came to the United States 
through Ellis Island and settled in San Fran- 
cisco, CA. After several years working for 
others, Paul employed his business model of 
"guts and location" to first purchase a snack 


shop, then Paul's Steak House and finally Cable 
Car Steaks, a restaurant at Powell and Market 
in San Francisco, running the business for over 
20 years. 

Throughout his life, he was a man of 
strong faith, deeply involved in his church and 
the Armenian community. 

Paul is survived by Ilda, his devoted wife 
of 48 years, his children Marilyn Chakirian 
(Vartan) of Reseda, his son Ara Kullukian 
of Redwood Shores and his daughter Taleen 
DeArcangelis (Martin) of Burlingame, his 
granddaughter Faith Baronian (Vahe) of Porter 
Ranch, his brother Sarkis Kullukian (Tina) of 
San Mateo and many nieces and nephews. 

Funeral services were held on January 
22, 2018 at Calvary Armenian Congregational 
Church of San Francisco, CA followed by 
interment at Cypress Lawn Memorial Park in 
Colma. O 


Meguerditch Léon Léonian 


Meguerditch Léon 
Léonian, father of Rev- 
erends René and Gilbert 
Léonian, passed away 
peacefully and in faith of 
the Lord on February 20, 
2018 in Paris, France. 
He was 89. 

Meguerditch was 
born on May 28, 1928 in Renage (France), the 
son of Khatcher Léonian and Marie Garabe- 
dian. Khatcher and Marie were born in Cilicia 
— Khatcher in Jibin (Hromgla) and Marie in 
Gueben (Marash). In 1926, after the Genocide, 
they came and settled in France. Meguerditch 
had two sisters, Makrhouie and Paulette, and 
two brothers, Henri and Samuel. 

Meguerditch grew up in St. Loup, Mar- 
seille, close to the Armenian Evangelical 
Church. Later he lived for many years in the 
district of Michelis in Marseille, in the house 
that he built. In 1945 he obtained a Certificate 
in the field ofmechanics and worked first in the 
Baudouin Motor Company as an adjuster and 
later as a driver in the Transport Company. He 
worked from 1953-1983 for the GROUPECO 
SUD BAGAGES Company where he spent 
most of his professional career. Over the years, 
his children, grandchildren, family, and friends 
have all heard stories about SUD BAGAGES. 
He could always be counted on and this was 
noticed by his superiors. As a hardworking 
person, he went from being a driver to an as- 
sistant to the chief operating officer over the 
years. When he was not at work, he enjoyed 
handyman's work around the house, and gar- 
dening. He served in the military earning the 
rank of Brigadier in 1947. 

On August 27, 1949 he married Heripsimé 
Joséphine Kouyoumdjian and they built a 


happy, loving, generous and welcoming home. 
With great love and dedication, they raised 
their children Gilbert, René and Annie. Their 
faith always helped them and carried them to 
the end as they trusted in God with gratitude 
and confidence. It was in the "La Fontanelle" 
Camp, organized by the Armenian Evangeli- 
cal Churches of France, where their children 
discovered the Gospel of Jesus Christ and 
accepted Him as their Savior. Shortly after, 
each of the children received a call for full- 
time service in God's work. Gilbert and René 
became Pastors and Annie became a Pastor's 
wife. 

Meguerditch is survived by his three 
children, Gilbert, René and Annie, two 
daughters-in-law Léa and Sylvie, a son-in-law, 
Rey. Joél Mikaélian, 8 grandchildren, and 12 
great-grandchildren. 

Funeral services took place on February 
27, 2018 at the Armenian Evangelical Church 
of Issy-les-Moulineaux where representa- 
tives of the Armenian Apostolic and Catholic 
Churches, as well as many family members and 
friends, gathered to pay their final respect. The 
interment took place on March 1 in the family 
vault in Marseille. "And so we will be with the 
Lord forever." 1 Thessalonians 4:17 O 


Mariam Mary Megrdichian 
Mariam Mary Me- 
grdichian passed away 


on January 7, 2018 in ae | 


Fresno, CA at the age of 
88. 

Born on May 10, 
1929 to Gregor and 
Bengsat Kirakosian in 
Vladikavkaz North Os- 
setia-Alania, Russia, Mariam and her family 
moved a few years later to a collective farming 
village, Kolkhoz, in Novorosisk, Russia on 
the Black Sea Coast, where many Armenian 
families settled after the Armenian Genocide. 
Mariam attended the local Armenian school 
in Novorosisk and was an avid reader and 
enjoyed discussing history and politics. 

In 1943, during World War II, the Nazi 
forces captured Novorosisk and forced their 
family along with countless others to leave 
Russia at a moment's notice. They relocated 
them by primitive trains to the forced labor 
camps in Heilbronn, Germany. Mariam was 
one of the youngest members of the labor 
force and was assigned to work in the Knorr 
food processing plant during the day. After the 
war ended and Nazi Germany surrendered to 
the Allied Forces, Mariam became one of the 
5,000 plus Armenians who lived in the Dis- 
placed Persons (D.P.) Camp in Fungerkazerne, 
Stuttgart, Germany. Many of Mariam's siblings 
lost their lives during that period before their 
liberation. She was one of four who survived 
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along with her parents, brother Galust, sister 
Rose, and youngest brother Levon. 

With the help of the Armenian National 
Committee to Aid Homeless Armenians (AN- 
CHA), the Kirakosian family left Germany in 
1949 and sailed to the United States reaching 
Ellis Island in late September. After locating 
relatives on the East Coast, they eventually 
traveled to Michigan and settled in the High- 
land Park area of Detroit. One evening while 
attending a family party with her relatives, 
Mariam ran into her childhood friend from the 
D.P. Camp in Germany, Hovhannes Megrdich- 
ian. Their friendship blossomed into a lasting 
relationship and they were married in 1953. 
Mariam and Hovhannes were blessed with the 
birth of their daughter, Rosie Vartouhi. Mariam 
and her young family moved to Fresno, CA 
in the mid1950s to be near her in-laws. She 
became an active member of the Holy Trinity 
Armenian Apostolic Church and other local 
Armenian organizations. 

In 1984, her daughter Rosie married 
Bryan Bedrosian, and in 1987, they were 
blessed with the birth of her grandson, Armen, 
who was the greatest joy in her life. 

Mariam was preceded in death by her be- 
loved husband, Hovhannes. She leaves behind 
her daughter, Rosie Bedrosian and her husband 
Bryan (former Board member of the Arme- 
nian Missionary Association of America); her 
grandson, Dr. Armen Bedrosian and his wife 
Stephanie; and two great-granddaughters, Lil- 
lian Sonya and Vivian Rose Bedrosian. She is 
also survived by her sister, Rose Hovanesian, 
and her brother, Levon Kirakosian and their 
families. O 


Rev. Apraham Sarkissian 
The Union of the 
Armenian Evangelical 
Churches in the Near 
East (UAECNE) has 
announced with deep 
sorrow the passing of one 
of its pastors, the Rey. 
Apraham Sarkissian, on 
December 12, 2017, after a brief illness. 

Rev. Sarkissian, born in 1930, began 
his Christian ministry as a member of the 
Christian Endeavor Union in Lebanon. 
Leaving his customary work, he pursued his 
seminary education, whereupon completion 
he received the title of Licensed Preacher from 
the UAECNE. He served for many years in 
the Armenian Evangelical College in Beirut as 
the School Chaplain. He was ordained by the 
UAECNE in 1979, and began his pastoral work 
inthe Emmanuel Armenian Evangelical Church 
of Nor Amanos. After a brief term of service 
there, Rev. Sarkissian was invited to pastor the 
Armenian Evangelical Church of Nor Marash, 


and remained in that position until his retirement 
in 1999, 

Along with his pastoral work, Rev. 
Sarkissian held various positions within 
the Union and the Armenian Evangelical 
Community. He served as Treasurer of the 
Central Committee of the Union and later 
its Chair. He was the head of the Lebanon 
Armenian Evangelical Community, Chair of 
the Armenian Evangelical Religious Appellate 
Court, as well as serving in various committees 
of the Union. For many years he represented 
the Armenian Evangelical Community in the 
Supreme Council of Evangelical Community 
of Syria and Lebanon, serving as that Council’s 
Treasurer. He also was an honorary member of 
the Board of the Marash Compatriotic Union. 
Through his efforts in his role as Pastor, the Nor 
Marash Armenian Evangelical Church resumed 
its construction project and completed building 
a new church edifice. 

Funeral services for Rev. Sarkissian were 
held in the Armenian Evangelical Church of 
Nor Marash (Bour) Hammoud) on December 
16 and the burial took place at the Armenian 
Evangelical Cemetery, Furn el Shebbak. 

Rey. Sarkissian is survived by his wife 
Takouhi (Khatcherian) Sarkissian; his children, 
Rey. and Mrs. Hagop Sarkissian of Sydney, 
Australia, Mr. and Mrs. Sumpad Sarkissian, 
Mr. and Mrs. Khatchig Sarkissian, Mr. and Mrs. 
Zaven and Frieda (Sarkissian) Kouzanian; his 
nephew, (Lebanese) Deputy Shant Chinchinian; 
and his sister, Mrs. Nazeli Minasian. 


Rev. John Avedis Zarifian 

Rev. John Avedis 
Zarifian, Pastor, Leader 
and Evangelist, passed 
away on December 11, 
2017 in Laval, Quebec, 
Canada at the age of 91. 
He devoted his whole 
life to the work of God 
across several continents with his pastoral 
care, flame of evangelism, social service and 
generosity. 

Born in Marseille, France on November 
7, 1926 to Moses and Aghavni Zarifian, 
Avedis had a brother and two sisters. The 
family later moved to Aix en Province, near 
Marseille. He graduated from Marseille’s 
College du Sacre-Coeur with a Bachelor 
of Arts and was called to military service 
in Paris. He studied at the Aix en Province 
Theological Seminar and at the age of 18 
received a call to become a pastor. In 1951, the 
Armenian Evangelical Union of France sent 
him to Buenos Aires, Argentina to become 
Pastor of the Armenian Evangelical Holy 
Trinity Church. He continued his theological 
education at the local Theological Seminary 


and graduated in 1955 earning his Masters’ of 
Divinity in Theology. 

In 1952 he married Loyse Balikian and 
in 1955 they were blessed with a son, Danny. 
On August 22, 1954, the Bishop of the 
American Methodist Church Jean Cadino, his 
father-in-law Rev. Kevork Balikian, and Rev. 
Nazareth Salibian ordained him. Following his 
service in Buenos Aires, he was asked to visit 
some of the Armenian Evangelical Churches 
in the United States. In 1962, he became 
Pastor of the Salem Armenian Evangelical 
Ararat Church in New Hampshire and in 
1967 he served as Pastor of the Armenian 
Evangelical Church of Montreal. 

He will be remembered for his many years 
of self-sacrificing social service. From 1977- 
80, he served as an Evangelist in a number of 
Middle East countries. He served as Pastor of 
the Armenian Evangelical Euphrates Church 
in Rhode Island from 1980-1998 and then 
visited some countries in the Middle East, 
Europe and Armenia. In 1998 he and Loyse 
settled in Montreal. During his retirement, he 
received an invitation from Rev. Dr. Movses 
Janbazian, AMAA Executive Director, to 
make an evangelistic visit to Lebanon, Greece, 
Turkey, Iran, Armenia and South America 
during which time many devoted their lives to 
Christ. From December 2009 until February 
2015, he voluntarily took the responsibility of 
the pulpit at the Armenian Evangelical Church 
of Montreal, where he brought stability to the 
life of the Church with his fatherly care and 
preaching of the Gospel. After moving to the 
Ararat Residency Apartments in 2016 he led 
weekly Bible Study sessions, preached from 
the pulpit at the Armenian Evangelical Church 
of Montreal and wrote spiritual articles. 

He is survived by his wife of 65 years, 
Loyse, his son Danny, his sister Marie and his 
brother Samuel. 

Funeral services were held at the 
Armenian Evangelical Church of Montreal 
on December 14, 2017. 0 


‘unjblif U.juywptw 

Ouwsd E Vhypnip 
Lhpwtwt, Uwpti 10, 
1927-hu: Unwgpt qu- 
wuyp pywyny uyhy 
Vnjn1ywykwu-Vkin- 
pnup te bnpuwplp tup- 
duytkntwih puw- 
Ywtwiwpwp pujn- 
tw Ep bp puinwthppt 
hnqwéniptwt wwinwufuwtuiya»rntppri- 
tkpp: 

Ut Ubksgut tnp qunpwywttkpnr 
Lupwtphtiwjyh bt wyw Cpwmnh 
hwyywywt huvtun pwnwiwutkpn.t uko. 
jywdwfutg Eopkppthyh Urktnupwtwywt 
Uinpniwywt Pwpdapwqnt Fwpdwpwip 
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nip uinwgwt pp Epypnpnwywt munmunp: 
Swutkpyn. mwpkywtht pp yawtpp 
tntppkjny 8puniuht bp tywunwtp 
ppwt Sppng sSwnwyb}: Ut tnwi CMC 
hhiwtynwtnght wow9pt spowtiwiwpn 
hpwwiqwwywhnthputpku: 

Ut hngkinp pny Up wqutg 8Swpnipehu 
Upywptwth him 30 Uwphy 1955-pt be 
niutgwit 4 quiwlttp: Uju pnjupt twtr 
Ubwgwi pp winiutnyt pnjpp Ujpu 
Uypywptwitt np byw pp wipwdwt puytpp 
uptiyti 2011: 

‘Unytubt w2fuwinwukp Ep: Uulniuptp 
powfutynhp nbpdawt upt Ep bt hnqtinp 
Yoymuny ukuwpwithy: Ut sun gpwin Ep 
qnpénqy kt bp hngkinp wowpbyniphruttpny 
Et_nipttu Unykuht pk wpy bin nwiinpypu 
Ep &t pk wiuntutinyt gnpéh jswyhg: Gwpstu 
bp bprwtypwywhnrbhp Ynynidp pout stp 
unngwd, wi bp nwt vEg mwphtbpny hng 
inuipwt puunwthppu nwptg winwfukpnu: 
Lppwtwth ywutpwquku thwfustyny, 1978- 
bt puunwthpp thnfuwypmitgun Untpphwy: 
Uuhniuptp hprwtnwgu1 br hhtg nuph kinp 
uwhwgu: 

Unjkuht gopwinp hwiwwmp niutp 
Uuinnidny ppwy: Tw wn hpwgputp yujkyws 
Ep bp Ybwtpp ptpwgppt: Uuktkt ubsp’ 
Epp 2003-hpt jn_pe qnpdnnnipkuk Up tinp 
Uwhwiutpda ypdawyku Uunniwsd ppt unp 
Yiwtp Up wwpqkkg: 

‘Unykuh wehamimwutp Ep, wowmuidtnt, 
E guin hhipwutp Ep: Ut gunn yp uppkp bp 
Uuinnidnjt kt pp EY knight: 2Ep thujugutp 
npi.k uEy wohpp wwenwdniipttpnr tr 
dnynnqutpm: 

Ut gum Yp ubptp bp ptimwthph 
wmuEu uEy whinwdp: UEyp sywp npnt 
nti Ywpttiuyhp put up jut) bp pepteu: 
Ut wukt op y wyhopkp wuntg huuunp: 
8nttniwp 3, 2018-pu Lnjkup bp wspipp 
thuykg m uhwgu hp ubptyp Opyyht: Uyuop 
wi Eunht yp 4gt pp uEy-hunnpy wnghyp 
Lhquitt np uptistr ytpght Yuypybutip hpbt 
hng wwput, pp 3 mnwttpp no hwpukpp 
Bnupyp tt Upnwt, Awitpkjp t Upight, 
Uwdnitjp tt @wlwpp, pp pnnttpp 
Oppupjwh, Pop, Swupt]-Swtp, Uniti, 
@hunpht, 8uwpnipp tr. Upotp ti tptp 
dnntpp Qhb, Qupw tr Snyuwu: 


UwpubGhy Uypmps bw 
1932-ht, Ephq- 
ojniph uEg, Bkuwy, 
Uuuniwsd y ophtk Koy 
ti. Uwph niphytiwt- 
tkpnt punwtkywu 
jupyp, Epyninn- 
Ew quiwhttpny 
Uuunyhy be Cupubupy: 
Cupubtpy pp twhtwywt niunidp yp 
uinwuwy Eppgoymp bt wyw LEuuy: 
Ubgtwyupg ti Cpypnpqwywt 
niuniup yp unwtiwy Zu Eh Lupku Giipk 


Ugqquyht d4tuwpwtp: Uyw yp jwawjuk 
TYporph Zwyywugkwh An kép (wyuopn.uy 
hudwjuwpwtp) Zwywqhwunipkwt kr 
Uwtywywpdmptwt pupdpwgnyt nulwtt 
hwuwp kt Uptrinjyt wunkt Yp ywawfuk 
NEpaiph Uuunniwdswpwimywt Kklw- 
putp Lphuunthulwt buwunbupynptut 
wuptpwgpukpn.t hiwntkckyny: 

Zopp hhiwtypnipkwt wywndéwnwtr 
Yp ybpwyjwntwy Lkuwry bk. yp uyup hp 
tmppwulwt sunujnptwt Nrunmgymptut: 
Ut Yp nwuwiwtyjk Zwykpku Ligm, Zwyng 
Nuuuniphrt b. Gpot uyukjny Ephqojnipp 
Zu) Urtnwpwiwmywt Fupdwpawtkt tr 
wyw LEuwyh Zw) Utknumpwiwywt 
ULnhwuwiwg tupdwupwtht uo: 

1963 pniwywtht 4p wuwlnp Sond 
Uypupstwth him ti Uunniwsd y ophtk 
qbpbup Epynt quiwyttpny Utpnp tr 
&oqtp: 

1979-hi, wiwytywjopkt yp ynputguk 
bp Yoqwyhgp tt yp gwpmtwyt hp tmp- 
pwlwt huiwmph, wyopph, Gytntghh du- 
nwynipbwt, niunigsnipkwt br quiw- 
tkpn. nwunhupwtnipkwt Ykwtpp, 
PWwnyY punwthppt hwjypt kr cwypp: 

1990 —hi, yp Ynputigtt pp Ypuutp qu- 
wuyp Soqkhp, wiwynpd hhiwtinmptwt 
ywndwnwi Uinp pwowilkn Ynpniump 
gwin dwuip Y wank ypwt: Uwywyt Skp 
8hun.u Lppuinnuh ypuy ntukgwd hwiwinpny, 
wyoppny, huvpipniptwup tr yunwhnr- 
piwup Yp gwpntuwYk bp tnippwywt 
swnwyn_phrup bk nvunigsnypehrup: 

1997-ht pp quiyht Nunnntyh Utpnphu 
tt Adoymbh Ujptuypt yuwhwypmptuki 
Emp wt hwtgquntwt yp Ynsnth kt yp 
Uhwhiwy quiypt pimwmtppptr Zujby 
tt bp mipwhuniphrtp y wlpnngwtwy pp 
pnntikpny Kopd Soqkh bt Lupu Lwpyh m 
yp uguh whintg unpytguky Zwyng Uypnipth, 
Zuyng wunnuniphrt b. Uurnniwdw2tywywt 
wywuuniphiutp bt. Umnlnuttp: Zw hyp 
uk Yp gwpntiwhE twits ywpg Up ywwinp 
Sunwyniphrutkp Chkntghh gpowtmybu 
tkpu: 

2014-ht tpp Lbuwykt mkinwhwt 
Ypywt, bp ppng Lawpypt ht wtuttyn] 
bp wwybuwywt pwtnniwd mnitp yp 
hwumuwuorh Lwpwphw bt yp puwyp pp 
mwt uk9, pnng hin upwupt qwykpkpny 
puunwitbpht ukpt no ywpgwiupp: 

2017-h, Znywtudpiph Yhpuntit, yp 
hhiwtynwtwy bk. Yp pwnwywpmnip 
wtynnptp at ywunwpkwy, ftwdph: Ut 
bp wyptpp yp wt, wu w2fumphht, 
Lupwphnj hp mwt udky, Gppmhp 21 
8nttiniwp 2018 hu, wy pwo hwiwmpny 
tt hwunqnitny pk whwh vpwtiwy br 
jurputwt whup wuyph hp gum uppyp 
Opyshpu SEp 8huniu Lppumnuh hkwu, 
euwnuyjnipkwip, ni_pwiunipkwdp Et 
guémptwup: O 


UWbyhGk CainpfioptwGé 
Utppukl Cunphopkut 
Stud E SurpLuy 1926 Uny. 
20-pu: Gu yntumpt §£ 
@ting tt Utyhyt Stp 
Tinpnubuuubpntt: 
Cumumuthpp DVkbypntp 
thnfuurnpniud —£ 1938- 
pu nip wt dkégudé tt 
niunit umuté £: 

1944-hu Uny. 2-pu, wu wintuuugud 
E 3nqubh Cunphoptwtht him tt ntub- 
gué bu snpu yunmyubp hpw, déppuwuyp, 
Uhtp tt Lpqkt: 

Ut gnimny pumnbiwgué § Uikmu- 
puluyut hudwyuppu: Cum yp ubptp 
hngktnp tpqkpp: Gnhntumy upmnd thump 
Yntnup Uumntiény wiki puruhp hudum: 

1974 <nymtuptp 19-pu Utippuk pang 
wuntupup 3nqubh ywubwpéuduh byw 
60 mupkywiupt: Unigh opkpntt tpp wt 
Uuumntény him yp ppdtp pl pugn’t wyu 
uykmp wywumuhtigut, <k[bu pnyp <u- 
tkyypiwth guimyguywt wygktnipkut 
éuduiwy, wu éntuyh qwynd 3puntup 
puryniyukpnrty yuuduntkgut: 

[ppwtwth wyumtpuydbiu thhujust- 
tay Utppuk pnyp 1979-f 8nt;pupt Owuu- 
wnnhiw, Lup~ppnpupw byw kt yurypw 
Upqkupt him wuyptgut, cpuskt wunp 
udniuuntphrup: 

Gykytkght gum yp ubpkp: <uiumup- 
vopkt yp duutuygkp kykntkginy uurymu- 
uUntupubpnttu bt oupupudhoh pnypipnt 
énynqubpnrt: Gnpdot Ep Ouummbpuwyh 
Ghpibybwu Urtmupwimywt bykntgtny 
wnhyumtgh dbo bt tpyup muppukp og- 
twé § Uwhwy Ukupny <wy 2ppumnttwy 
Yupduputpu: Funpt pnt pdumnd wt 
unuphuh kt gunphwuyh ypu dpu Ep: 

<nm. 16, 2017 ykuophtu bunwynt- 
phudp bp wspkpp thurkg bp wuynyhupu 
uko tt dmwt Uumniény wppwyniphubu 
utpu: Vunp Ynpntump Yp uqut bp pnpu 
yuimyutpp, tpkp huputpp tt hhumit 
Upurdp, np gum Yp yurpgkp br dam y’og- 
ukp ppkt, 9 pnntbpp kt 15 énnkpp: 

Ophutwy, prrwy Ubtput ppng 
jhgwmuyp: O 


The AMAA Board of Directors and 
the staff wish to extend their heartfelt 
condolences to the families of the 
following deceased friends. 


* Ankin Bertelsen 
Cresskill, NJ 


Donald Paul Landes 
Scottsdale, AZ 


Edig Mkhitaryan 
Buenos Aires, Argentina 


Henry Voskian, D.D.S. 
Altadena, CA 


* Memorials designated for AMAA 
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